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THE LIVING, HOLY, AND ACCEPT- 
ABLE SACRIFICE. 


PART If. 


From the view which was taken 
in the first part of this dissertation, 
of the first verse of the twelfth chap- 
ter of the epistle to the Romans, it 
was inferred, that in order to comply 
with the Apostle’s exhortation, in 
presenting our bodies “a living sa- 
crifice, holy and acceptable unto 
God,” “we must entirely renounce 
our sins; we must heartily adopt the 
whole divine will for the rule of our 
lives; we must actively employ our 
ume and talents in the divine service; 
and, lastly, we must do all with faith 
in that great Mediator through whom 
alone we can have access to God, 
and by whose merit$ alone any ser- 
vice can be acceptable to Him who 
looks not upon any sin but with ab- 
horrence,” The present paper will 
be occupied in explaining and urg- 
ing these several particulars of Chris- 
ian duty. | 

1. In the first place, we must en- 
tirely renounce our sins. The stron- 
gest language is used in the Scrip- 
tures to express that change of heart, 
ef disposition. and of purpose, which 
Vou. 6....No. 7—Nn 
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‘life or secret in the heart. 
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i “be 
takes place in those who beconie the 
true servants of God. They are 
said to be “crucified with Christ,” 
“that the body of sin might be de- 
stroyed.” They are said to be 
‘dead unto sin.” And “how”’, said 
the Apostle, *shall we that are dead 
to sin, continue any longer therein?” 
He commandeth us to reckon our- 
selves “to be dead indeed unto sin, 
but alive unto God, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord.” “They that are 
Christ’s have crucified the flesh with 
the affections and lusts.” The sim- 
ple meaning of all this, is just the 
fullowing: that he who presents him- 
self unto God asa living sacrifice, is 
not content with a mere reformation 
of his life; not content with forsaking 
the most ocious of his sins, while 
others are deliberately retained; not 
content with an outward correctness, 
while his heart is wicked before God; 
not content with repenting of and 
forsaking the more open sins, and 
remaining unconcerned about unho- 
ly tempers, sinful thoughts, a cold 
heart and a worldly mind; not con- 
tent with attempting the fulfilment 
of some duties, while others are neg- 
lected and forgotten. He renounces 
all sing whether it be public in the 
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every shape and degree, he deter- 
mines to resist. He considers him- 
self as dead unto sin; so that he 
must not allow, nor connive at, any 
omission of any duty; nor at any feel- 
ing, thought, word, or deed, incon- 
sistent with the willofGod. He “ab- 
hors that which is evil, and cleaves 
to that which is good.” He consi- 
ders himself as alive only unto ho- 
liness, and that it is his duty to gain 
the dominion more and more over 
all the corruptions of his nature, and 
be more and more conformed to all 
the precepts of Christ. It is an es- 
sential feature of a Christian, so es- 
sential that to pretend to religion 
without it, is vain, perfectly vain, 
that although he has continual rea- 
son to lament and humble himself 
on account of his remaining sinful 
ness; on account of the imperfec- 
tion of his best services; the impu- 
rity of his purest motives; the cold- 
ness of his love; the weakness of his 
faith; the influence of the world; the 
workings of pride and of various 
passions which he strives to subdue, 
he nevertheless maintains an habitu- 
al warfare against all sin; deliberate- 
ly licenses none; repents of all and 
not only resists it, but more and 
more .advances in the work of its 
destruction. 

2. Another particular in the de- 
votion of ourselves to God, besides 
the renunciation of sin, is the hearty 
adoption of the whole divine will for 
the rule of our lives. The will of 
God is contained summarily in the 
ten commandments. It is found at 
large, explained, enforced, illustra- 
ted, exemplified in the several chap- 
ters of the Bible. More especially 
is it taught in the precepts of Christ; 
exhibited in his life; applied and dis. 
played in the writings and examples 
of his disciples. This will is di- 
rectly opposed to the selfishness, 
the pride and depraved inclinations 
of the human heart, and maintains 
a positive contradiction to the rules 
aad customs of the world. He that 


of his Saviour’s will. 








will take it for his rule and guide, 
must make up his mind to endure 
self-denial; to be distinct and sepa- 
rate from the world; to suffer the 
mortification of his pride; to sacri- 
fice the praise of men for that of 
God. He must learn to live no 
more unto himself or the world, but 
unto Christ. He must prepare for 
a continual conflict between his sin- 
ful nature, and the duties of religion: 
between his carnal dispositions and 
his spiritual obligations. He must 
learn to listen to no plea of worldly 
interest, nor bodily indulgence, nor of 
gain, nor of appetite, when it comes 
into Competition with any precept 
I am not my 
own, must be his language. Iam 
“bought with a price;” I have pre- 
sented myself as a sacrifice to God; 
and must therefore “glorify God 
with my body and my spirit, which 
are his.” Such must be the lan- 
guage and spirit of all who have 
reason to consider themselves devo- 
ted to the Lord. They have no lib- 
erty to select the duties they will 
perform, or the sins they will avoid; 
the self-denial they will practise, 
or the feelings and thoughts they 
will resist. It is not for them to 
measure out the length to which 
they will advance in the spirit of 
Christ; to fix the bounds to which 
they will carry their separation from 
the world, or to say how much of the 
cross they will bear, and how much 
zeal they will manilest in their mas- 
ter’s cause. They must consider 
themselves as entirely given up to 
the Gospel, and having no liberty to 
hesitate at a single duty, complain 
at any requisition, or diminish from 
one solitary commandment. 

3. A third particular in true de- 
votion to God, is the active employ- 
ment of our talents in the service of 
the Most High. We are command- 
ed to yield our “members servants 
tu righteousness unto holiness.”— 
Suchis the object of the Apositle’s ex- 
hortation, which urges that weshould 
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resent ourselves, not only as sacri- 

ces unto God, but as diving sacri- 
fices. He who would with reason, 
consider himself devoted to God, 
must not be content with resisting 
sin and seeking his own sanctifica- 
tion. Alive unto God, his soul must 
be animated with love and zeal. — 
He must look upon all his gifts and 
possessions, his influence and privi- 
leges as so many talents deposited in 
his hands for the glory of God, and 
the good of his fellow creatures. 
He must enter the ranks against Sa- 
tan. He must enlist in the cause of 
God and man. He must consider 
himself as a champion, no matter 
how weak and humble, yet as a 
sworn champion under the great 
Captain of Salvation in that mighity 
struggle which at this day, more uni- 
versally and vigorously than ever, the 
hosts of God are maintaining against 
the empire of darkness. According 
to the measure of his abilities; ac- 
cording to his means and opportuni- 
ties, he must endeavour to do good; 
to effect something for Christ, some- 
thing for the salvation of immortal 
souls. This is a warfare from which 
there is noexemption. As it is that 
in which every one may do some- 
thing, 6o it is that in which every one 
is summoned to engage. No man 
has the liberty to stand by and look 
on or be content with the mere ex- 
pression of approval. “He that is 
not with me is against me,” said the 
Lord when he led out his little band 
of disciples in their bold invasion of 
a hostile world. “England expects 
every man this day to do his duty,” 
said a certain leader on the verge of 
a conilict infinitely less momentous. 
So in the language of our glorious 
leader, Jehovah expects that every 
Christian will do all in his power to 
promote his cause. Letus heartily, 
zealously, boldiy comply with this 
holy call. Let us imitate the ex- 
ample of him who went about doing 
good. Let us never be “weary in 
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well-doing; knowing that in due sea- | 
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son, we shall reap if we faint not.” 

4. The last particular included in 
the Apostle’s wea of a true deve- 
tion to God, is, that when we pre- 
sent ourselves to be the property of 
-be Lord, renouncing all sin, adopt- 
ing the whole divine will and engag- 
ing actively in the divme service, 
we should do it with faith in that 
great Mediator, through whom alone 
we have access to God, and by whose 
merits alone, any service can be 
made acceptable to Him. Most 
earnestly should all dying men be 
warned against the common but ru- 
inous supposition that any offering 
they can make, or any service they 
can render, will possess the least in- 
fluence in recommending their souls 
to the mercy of God. So far frora 
the truth is this supposition, that any 
one may be convinced by a little 
scrutiny into the nature of his servi- 
ces, that they are not only ins) fi- 
cient to obtain the pardon of his 
sins, but cannot obtain pardon for 
themselves. Even his best works 
and emotions must be condemned 
on account of their own imperfec- 
tion and impurity, if unaccompanied 
with faith in the righteousness of 
Christ to obtain their acceptance. 
We must seek the intercession of 
Jesus for every thing. Whether 
we praise or pray, or attend on the 
Lord’s Supper, or endeavour to do 
good; we must do allin the name of 
the Lord Jesus, trusting in his 
righteousness to make our services 
acceptable to God. Such are the 
prominent features in that self-devo- 
tion, which it is our duty to make. 
But let not any imagine that this de- 
votion is to be made asa sacrifice 
to take away our sins, and remove 
the anger of an offended God.— 
Far be it from any who have the Bi- 
ble, to suppose that any other than 
the sacrifice of the Lamb of God can 
take away the sins of the world. 
The dedication of ourselves to the 
Lord is enjoined not as an atone- 
ment, but a6 a duty; a duty which 
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we allowe and are bound to per- 
form to our Maker and Preserver, 
our God and Redeemer; a duty with- 
out which, none can be saved, and 
none can call themselves Christians. 

Do any say now, that for sinners 
to be religious and faithfully serve 
the Lord, is no easy matter, no bu- 
siness of a moment, to be attended 
to without labour; to be executed 
without diligence? Do any say that 
true religion is not a thing to be ta- 
ken up at any time, and deferred 
according to convenience; that on 
the contrary, it is far more serious, 
laborious and difficult than most 
men, and even many of its professed 
disciples are in the habit of suppos- 
ing? Do any say that true religion is 
so oy posed to the dispositions of the 
natural mind; requires such a cam- 
plete change in the sinner, and makes 
such large demands upon our devo- 
tion and diligence, that itis to be 
feared there are many who are de- 
ceived when they cali themselves 
Christians, many whose lives evince 
that they have not made such a sa- 
crifice of themselves to God as He 
requires’ In all these ieas they are 
right, and [ would they were engrav- 
ed with a pen of iron upon every 
mind. Religion is not the easy bu- 
siness, the matter of a day, the ser- 
vant of our convenience, which some 
suppose it. Religion is not so low 
in her requirements, so accommo- 
dating in her duties, so modest in 
her expectations, so yielding in her 
spirit as many would imagine. Be- 
holding her in all her majesty and 
purity, listening to all her demands, 
surveying that narrow aud rugged 
way which she points to him that 
would enter into life; I would ex- 
claim, as did the Apostle on a simi- 
lar occasion, * Who then can be sav- 
ed?” The answer of our Saviour 
to that question, is our e .courage- 
ment. With men, this is impossi- 
ble, but with God all things are 
possible” Nohing but divine 
gtace can so overcome our hearts, 





so change and sanctify them, as to 
enable us in the full meaning of the 
Apostle, to present our “bodies a 
living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to 
God.” And nothing but the same 
almighty grace continually uphold- 
ing, strengthening and animating us, 
can enable us after we have thus 
consecrated ourselves to God, to 
persevere in this devotion unto the 
end. 

Having now expended our time 
in showing what God requires of us, 
to what purpose shall this paper be 
applied? What use, readers, will you 
make of it? How do you intend it 
shall affect you! If there be any one 
that can rise from its perusal with- 
outa solemn impression of the mag- 
nitude of his duty; without an hum- 
ble conviction of his great sinfulness 
and unfaithfulness; without a serious 
determination to make the truths he 
has read, the subjects of meditation 
and prayer, and without a deep sense 
of the importance of narrowly exam- 
ining himself to see whether he is a 
Christian; that man must indeed be 
dead to the things of God; that man 
must certainly be in a state of woeful 
carelessness and hardness of heart. 
This subject should arouse us all to 
great concern and self-examination; 
and let us pray that the word of 
God on which we have been medi- 
tating, may indeed be “the sword 
of the spirit,” “reaching to the 
thoughts and intents of our hearts.” 
W here is the lukewarm and worldly- 
minded communicant? Where is 
he that tries to serve both God and 
the world? Where is he who in his 
sacrifice of himself, makes a reser- 
vatio: in favour of his pride, or bis 
covetousness, or his pleasures, or 
his ease, or his vanity? Where is 
‘that cold-hearted and ind. lent Chris- 
,tian who co tents himself with a 

few heartless forms and ceremonies, 
‘but shows no zeal for Christ, nor 





‘love for his people, nor activity to 


do good? Where is he who feeis 
no life aud exergy in prayer, main 
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tains no habitual and anxious con- 
flict with sin; hangers not, nor thirsts 
alter righteousness; knows nothing 
of the constraining power of the 
love of Christ, and is satisfied t 
move along in the quiet and unpre- 
tending observance of outward du 
ties, without striving to grow m 
grace and proving by the diltgence 
of his exertions that he is a diving 
sacrifice uutu God? All these are 
summoned to sell-examimation, All 
these are called to come and mea- 
sure themselves by the duties we 
have explained. All these ave call- 
ed to weigh their religion in the 
scales of truth, “Ye are weighed 
in the balance and found wanting.” 
The length and breadth of the Chris 
tian’s measurement is against you 
Oh! in the name of the soul that ne- 
ver dies, beware of a liteless reli. 
gion. Let us propose one serivus 
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question te those who have not de- 
voted themselves to God. Is no 
the duty we have been consierny 
loo great, too extensive, too impor- 
tant to be put off to a dying hour! Is 
the condition of asimner, in the hour 
of death, weak as NM is,—distract- 
ed, fevered, Imghtened, a suitable 
one to make this unreserved dedi- 
cation? Has not the moment long 
since arrived, when you should have 
ovesented yourselves as living sacri- 
aces unto God! Are you not con- 
dempbed as long as you put off this 
duty? and it you die without pertor- 
ming it, must you not be lost? We 
beseech you therefore, oh! dymy 
men, by the preciousness of your 
souls, by the, coming of death, by 
che mercies of God, “present your 
bodies as living sacrifices, holy, ac- 
ceptable unto him which, is your 
reasonable service.” 


SMiscellancous Department. 


THE EDITORS OF THE “CATHO- 


LIC MISCELLANY.” 


In the number of the U. S. Cath- 
olic Miscellany fur Dec. 29, 1824, 
there appeared a note addressed to 
the Editor of the Repertory, in the 
foliowing language: 


To the Rev. Wiliam Hawley, and his as 
sociates, conductors of the Theological 
Repertory. 

The Editors of the United States Ca 
tholic Miscellany, present their respects. 
They beg to remind the conductors of 
the Repertory, that neither the Editors 
of the Miscellany, nor any other Roman 
Catholic of the United States, as far as 
they know, assailed the Protestant Epis- 
copal Church, when the conductors of 
the Repertury, in their last address at 
the commencement of a new volume, de- 
¢lared special hostility in no very cour- 
teous terms against the Roman Catholic 
Religion: this unprovoked insult was fol- 
lowed up by a most slanderous libel, 
which is now under examination, 

In the last number (for this month) 
the conductors volunteer their aid to an- 








other set of assailants of the Roman Ca- 
tholic doctrines, in an article which the 
Editors of the Miscellany, are forced by 
its terms to notice, and which has been 
laid aside for that purpose. 

Previous to the prosecution of this ve- 
ry unpleasant polemic campaign, the 
Editors of the Miscellany send to the 
conductors of the Repertory a flag of 
truce. 

Their principle is, never to assail.— 
But they are ready to defend, and will 
chastize a defeated foe who makes a wan- 
ton assault in order to insure future for- 
bearance. The conductors of the Re- 
pertory will be fully answered upon their 
first article by the gentleman who has 
taken them up. ‘Their second shall be 
only lightly touched upon unless they 
reject the terms now proposed. 

Those terms are,—That the conduc- 
tors of the Repertory will desist from 
making any new assaults upon Roman 
Catholics. The appearance of the Feb- 
ruary number will be taken for the cri- 
terion to decide, as that for January is 
probably now in the press. And the 
Editors of the Miscellany will confine 


themselves to as short a notice as possi- 
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ble, of any thing which may appear in 
the number for January, and will have 
all past differences buried in oblivion. 

The Editors of the Miscellany wish 
for peace, but they are prepared for the 
alternative. 

“Tne Editors of the Miscellany 
send to the conductors of the Reper 
tory aflag oftruce.” A flug of truce 
implies a state of war. It takes two 
sid stomake war. That the Editors 
ot the Miscellany are at war with us, 
their own proposal of a truce has 
shown, and all their intemperate ex- 
clamations, vulgar resentments, per- 
soval allusions, ali their anger, wrath 
and violence, for the last two months, 
sifficiently confirm. But where is 
the other party tothe war? MWe have 
no enmity to the Editors ofthe Mis- 
cellany. “Though they have endea- 
vored to load their blunderbuss with 
ajl the personalities they could obtain 
from their correspondents here, and 
have laboured most anxiously to call 
up the anger of their readers rather 
ayainst us, than our doctrines; we 
have nevcr taken of them the small- 
est notice. Wedonot know them, 
nor hate them, nor wish them evil, 
nor would we do any thing to hurt 
their characters or their happiness. 
Ve have therefore nothing to do 
with the flag announced in the above 
address. Ifthe Editors of the Mis- 
cellany are conscious of any enmity 
to us, it becomes them to repent of 
it and seek for its forgiveness; for 
though they may have no great rea- 
son to like us, and may be unwilling 
in consequence of our “damnable 
heresies,” to consider us their breth- 
ren in religion, we are at any rate 


their neighbours, whom it is their | 


duty to love as theinselves. 

The Editors labour under a great 
misiake. Our enmity is not to them 
nor to any other Roman Catholics, 
but to Roman Catholic doctrines; to 
those tenets, which we have learned 
from our Bibles to consider, and 
which our Fathers considered as the 
additions of fallible man to the holy 
religion of our infallible Master: its 


corruptions and deformities, which, 
in proportion as they prevail, will 
conceal the be uiv of Christianity, 
and paralyze the force of her truths. 
With these, we are at enmity and 
hope always to be. So long as we 
retam the name and creed of Pro- 
testants, we can have no more com- 
munion with such things, than light 
can have with darkness. We ex- 
pect no friendship on the side of 
Roman Catholics, to the doctrines of 
Protestants. Their church denoun- 
| ces them as ‘damnable heresies’ A 
Roman Catholic must be inconsis- 
tent with his church, to feel towards 
them any thing but hostility. It is 
his duty to oppose them at every 
opportunity; and to send a proposal 
of truce that shall bind him to silence 
upon errors which he professes to 
believe are ruining millions of im- 
mortal souls, is to proclaim: himself 
insincere in his offers of peace, or 
inconsistent in the profession of his 
faith. Should we bind ourselves to 
hold our speech upon points which 
the Editors of the Miscellany know 
as well as we, are considered by 
Protestants as derogatory to the dig- 
nity and respectability of Christian- 
ity, and extremely pernicious tu the 
souls of men, who would be readier 
than the Editors themselves to per- 
ceive our inconsistency, and in con- 
versation at least, to charge us with 
timidity or unfaithfulness, of which 
we should ever be ashamed? 

It does not follow that we have 
just begun our warfare against the er- 
rors of the Roman Catholic Church, 
because it is but recently that we 
have brought them before our rea- 
ders. We exhibit no dispositions in 
relation to them, other than those 
which we have always felt, and as 
Protestants, are bound to retain. 
As to what it shall seem expedieitt 
to do hereafter in the way of argu- 
ment and controversy, we can form 
no opinion, and can make no pro- 
mise. If therefore the Editors in- 








tend by their proposal to invite us to 
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a truce with them, it is needless, be- 
cause with them we are not al war. 
If they mean to invite us to bind 
ourselves to silence anc peace upon 
the subjects in controversy between 
the Protestant and Roman Church- 
es, @t is equally needless, because 
such a@ transaction they weil know, 
would be incompatible with our du- 
ty. Perhaps we shall for some time 
hereafter, exclude those subjects 
from our pages; perhaps we shall 
not. Atany rate they may do as 
they please. Our course will be 
independent of theirs. 

The proposal of the Editors of 
the Miscellany is extended in a 
Manner so ungracious, unkind, and 
offensive, and is urged so entirely 
by the language of menace and de- 
fiance, as really to prevent us trom 
supposing, after the most candid con- 
sideration, that any thing further was 
designed, than merely to gain popu- 
larity by the outward afpfearance of 
@ peaceful spirit. Had this spirit 
been really felt, it would have ex- 
pressed itself in terms more cour- 
teous and conciliating. Our read- 
ers will not perhaps be surprised, af- 
ter perusing the language of the a- 
bove address, to learn that its au- 
thors, without waiting for our answer, 
have been occupying a large por- 
tion of their paper ever since the Ist 
of January, with remarks of a nature 
in direct opposition to the professed 
object of their proposition. It is a 
novel method indeed of urging a 
truce, to continue the bitterest ex- 
pressions of enmity, during the 
whole interval allowed for its ac- 
ceptance. 

Vere we to accept the truce pro- 
posed, and desist in future from all 
publications in opposition to the Ro- 
man Catholic Church, we should 
certainly expect that the Editors of 
the Miscellany, would also desist 
from every publication in opposition 
te the doctrines and doings of Pro- 
testant Churches. They must ab- 
Stain then from using the materials 
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out of which the greater portion of 
their almost every number is com- 
posed, ‘They would soon find them- 
selves at a perplexing stand for mat- 
ter to fill their pages, and would pro- 
bably protest most anxiously agaist 
so exclusive a construction upon the 
language of their proposal. 


= 
For the Repertory. 


ON SOME APPARENT INCONSIS- 
TENCIES IN THE HISTORY OF 
DAVID. 

The 16th and 17th chapters of Ist 
Samuel, have afforded commenta- 
tors an ample field for the display of 
learning and ingenuity, in their en- 
deavors to reconcile the apparent 
inconsistencies they contain. In 
these chapters, we are first introduc- 
ed to David, as the youngest of 8 
sons, tending his father’s sheep, and 
as a youth “ruddy, and ofa beauuful 
countenance.” He is next recom- 
mended to Saul, as one “cunning 
in playing, and a mighty valiant 
man, and a man of war, and pru- 
dent in matters.” In consequence 
of this recommendation, David is 
sent for to court, and we are inform- 
ed that the King “loved him greatly, 
and he became his armour bearer.” 
When David is next mentioned, he 
is represented as going tothe camp 
on an errand from his father, of 
whose sheep he had again the care. 
At the camp, he encounters Goliah, 
and attracts the attention of Saul, 
who seems not to know him, but 


commands Abner the captain of thé” 


Host, to “inquire whose son the 
stripling is.” 

To explain the difficulties of this 
history, some commentators insist, 
that certain parts of the narrative 
have been transposed, and that the 
events did not occur in the order in 
which they are related, while others 
have not scrupled to pronounce no 
less than twenty-five verses of the 
17th chapter to be ‘‘an interpolation 
of some rabbinical writer.” 
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These criticisms, although sanc- 
tioned by great names, should be re- 
ceived with caution, since an expla 
nation, which impeaches the integri 
ty of the sacred records, causes 
more difficulties than it removes. 

The inquiries that naturally arise 
from a perusal of this history, and to 
answer which, such violent expe 
dients have been adopted, are prin- 
cipally the following, viz. 

1. How did David acquire the re- 
putation of being “a mighty valiant 
man, and a man of war, and prudent 
in matters,” before his combat with 
Goliah? 

Il. How came David to be tend- 
ing his Father’s sheep, after he had 
been appointed armour bearer to 
the King, and especially when the 
army was in the field, and in daily 
expectation of an important battle? 

Ill. How did it happen, that af- 
ter having served Saul as his armour 
bearer, and being greatly beloved by 
him, David seems not to have been 
recognized by him? 

If it can be proved that this histo- 
ry is consistent both with itself and 
with probability, the criticisms al- 
ready mentioned, must be incor- 
rect, and the veracity of the sacred 
text will stand unimpaired. 

The truth of the assertion that 
David was “a mighty valiant man, 
and a man of war,” cannot certainly 
depend on our knowledge of the 
wars in which he served, or of the 
occasions on which he displayed his 
valour. Inhis coatest with the Lion 
and the Bear which invaded his fa- 
ther’s fold, he evinced that he was 
not destitute of the strength and cou- 
rage requisite for martial achiev- 
ments; and it may be inferred from 
bis promotion to the office ofarmour 
bearer to the King, that he was 
acquainted with arms, and had giv 
en proofs of his fimess for such a 
station. It is probable that he ac- 
quired his military renown in repel- 
ting some predatory imeursions of 
the Philistines. David's reputation 








of being “prudent in matters,” will 
not excite our astonishment when we 
recollect that at the time he was an- 
vinted by Samuel, “the spirit of the 
Lord came upon David, from that 
day forwards.” 

The character therefore which is 
given in scripture to David, even be- 
fore his victory over Goliah, is not 
inconsistent with probability, and 
we need not resort to transpositions 
or interpolations to account for it. 

We are not informed of the rea- 
sons which induced David to leave 
the court of Saul, and return to his 
Father. The place of a courtier 
has in no age heen remarkable 
for its stability; and the favorites of 
Monarchs have too often experienced 
their displeasure to permit us to re- 
gard the departure of David from a 
court where he had once been great- 
ly beloved, as a fact exceeding cre- 
dibility. The Bible expressly de- 
clares that “David went and rerurn- 
ed from Saul, to feed his father’s 
sheep at Bethlehem.” As David 
therefore no longer retained his 
place of armour bearer, no official 
duty required his presence in the 
camp. 

Almost everv commentator seems 
to take it for granted, that Saul did 
not recognize David after his battle 
with the Philistine; and were this 
the fact, it would indeed have been 
most extraordinary, and perhaps 
inexplicable. Happily, however, the 
history affords no sufficient grounds 
for such an opinion. David’s con- 
versation respecting Goliah, being 
reported to the King, he was order- 
ed into the royal presence. In the 
account of the interview which en- 
sued, there is no intimation that Saul 
did not know to whom he was talk- 
ing. On the contrary, the King 
shows great interest. in the young 
warrior; endeavours to dissuade him 
from engaging Goliah, on account 
of his youth, and on finding his re- 
solution fixed, gives him his own ar- 
mour. 


ci a oe ie. 
seid ° RE iia EN 








' 
: 
: 


I 











1825. THE POPE'S POWER OVER OATHS TO “HERETICs.”’ - gor 


Saul’s wish to dissuade David 
from accepting the challenge of Go- 
liah. by no means impeaches the 
character tor valour previously as- 
cribed to him. If in the whole Is- 
raelitish army there was nota single | 
chiefiain who dared to accept a chal- 
lenge repeated for 40 days succes- 
sively, it is surely not astonishing 
that Saul should reluctantly permit 
his former friend and servant, a 
youth of only 23 years of age, to 
risk his life in the apparently un- 
equal combat. Nor ought it to be 
inferred, that because David dechin- 
ed the royal armour, he was either 
unaccustomed toarmour, or too fee- 
ble to support its weight. David 
had of course never worn the ar 
mour of his Sovereign, and ina 
contest of so much moment he did 
not chuse to trust to armour he 
had not *proved”’; but strong in faith, 
he preferred a weapon simple in- 
deed, but in the use of which he 
was both experienced and dexter- 
ous. 

As David advanced to meet his 
foe, the King, filled with admiration 
at his courage, turned to Abner and 
inquired, “whose son is this youth?” 
and on Abner’s declaring his igno- 
rance, the King, anx:ous to discover 
the family of the youthful hero, de- 
sired the captain of his host to “in- 
quire whose son the stripling is.” 
No sooner was David brought to 
the King after his triumph, than 
Saul inquired of himself the name 
of his father— Whose son art thou, 
young man?” ‘The anxiety of the 
King on this point was particular and 
not unnatural. David had formerly | 
been one of his family, and had shar- | 
ed his affection, but his father he | 
had never seen, and his name had | 
faded from his memory. | 

| 
| 
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The exploit he had just witnessed, 
had saved his throne and redeemed 


the insulted honor of the nation: the 
| 


interest he had once felt in David, | 

was now revived and was extended 

to his parent; to that happy parent, | 
Vou. 6....No. 7.—Qo 





whose son had taken away “the re- 
proach from Israei.” 

Jesse was probably an obs. ure and 
indigent individual, whose name had 
never been heard at court, ull the 
King was advised to send tor his 
son. The nature of the present 
which Jesse transmitted to Saul by 
David, and the question put to Dae 
vid by bis brother, “with whom hast 
thou left those few sheep in t.e wide 
e ness?” both indica his poverty. 
1, it then to be wondered at, that 
Saul, immersed in the cares and 
pleasures of royalty, did not treasure 
up in his memory the name of this 
poor and obscure man, whom he 
bad never sen, merely because he 
bappened to be the father of his mu- 
sician and armour bearer? Is thisa 
circumstance so monstrous and in- 
credible, as to justify us in ques 
tioning the accuracy of the sacred 
historian, or in ascribing a portion 
of divine revelation to “some rabbi- 
nical writer’! Linus. 


To the Editor of the Washington Theo- 
logical Repertory. 
Reverend Sin, 

An article which appeared in the 
25d No. of the Catholic Miscellany, 
intended as an answer to some ob- 
servations in the Repertory of No- 
vember last, must have excited, I 
conceive, in the mind of every at- 
tentive reader, whether Roman Ca- 
tholic or Protestant, a considerable 
degree of surprise and concern. 
The first must be concerned, that 
instead of denving the former bulls 
and decrees of Roman Pontiffs to be 
articles of his faith, the Revd. gen- 
tleman from Ireland, is contented 
with proving that the Protestant 
Episcopal Church of America is 
not the Protestant Episcopal Church 
of England; and that the Duke of 
Norfolk and Earl of Shrewsbury, 
Roman Catholic Peers of England, 
are very faithful subjects; although 
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they refuse to take the oath of su- 
primacy. On the other band, how 
must the Protestant reader be sur- 
prised to find a Theologian invited 
as it would seem, from Ireland, to be 
a prominent champion of the Mis- 
cellany; so very uninformed as to 
identify the supremacy of the King 
with the religious tenets of the En- 
giisi Church, and to make the refu 
su! to swear to this article, a cause, 
or pretext for excluding them from 
the rights and privileges ol the Em- 
pire? Could he possibly be igno- 
rant that the last oath offered to the 
acceptance of the English Roman 
Catholics, but rejected by their Bi- 
shops, contained nothing relating to 
the King’s supremacy, but merely 
a renunciation of all foreign civilyu- 
risdiction within the realm? It re- 
quired a condemnation of the doc- 
trine, as false and impious, that the 
Pope has power to absolve Catholics 
from their oaths to Herctics, &c. &e. 
Now as the Roman Catholic Bishops 
retused to take these oaths, or per- 
mit their people to take them, may 
it not be implied without a breach ol 
charity, that the bull of Pope Inno- 
nocent X. declaring that “no oath 
could bind the Roman Catholic 
Princes to Heretics,”’ does not meet 
with the decided disapprobation of 
the Catholic Miscellany? If however 
this be the case, and the conductors 
of that work, explicitly declare that 
in these United States, the Roman 
Catholics maintain no such doc- 
trines as those which are mentioned 
in the Repertory, its conductors, 
I am persuaded, with the whole bo- 
dy of Protestants, will hail their pro- 
fessions with unfeigned gratulations. 
Unless this be done, can Protestant 
communities look on with indiffer- 
ence, while a religious system is 
boasting of its rapid progress among 
us, whose decrees and usages in the 
plenitude of its power, filled whole 
nations with confusion and miserv. 
Painful indeed it is to revert to these 
disgusting and unchristian instances 
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lof bigoted cruelty; but nothing in 
| future, under every circumstance, 
| will so effectually prevent their re- 
"currence, as the progressive illumi- 
nation of the human mind, evidently 
-evincing that the soul of the Chris- 
| tian Religion is love to God, and be- 
nevolence to man, and that the ru- 
lers of every Christian Society, whe- 
ther Popes, or Bishops, or Presby- 
teries are equally, if not more strict- 
ly bound to guard their flocks from 
immoral, as from infidel principles; 
are equally exposed to the forleit- 
ure of God’s guiding spirit by coun- 
tenancing the horrors of the inquisi- 
tion, as by fulminating anathemas 
against innocent or apparent errors 
in belicf. It was my intention to 
trespass no longer on your useful 
pages, or the patience of your rea- 
ders, by following the Irish Theolo- 
gian through all the hackneyed and 
coarse allegations which he throws 
out so unmannerly and unsparingly 
upon the church of England. She, 
thank God, rises far above the reach 
of vulgar abuse, misrepresentation, 
or ridicule. With all other Protes- 
tant Churches, she regards with pi- 
ty, the follies and corruptions which 
they have happily abandoned; and is 
| fully confident that something more 
is required to operate upon the cool 
and deliberate judgment of the A- 
merican public, than any outward 
aim at childish personalities. The 
wit that may suit the society to 
which the Revd. gentleman has been 
accustomed, will hardly find curren- 
cy in America, even when bolstered 
up-by his modest auxiliary, the fious 
and disfassionate Mr. Cobbett.— 
But to return to the bull of Pope 
| Innocent X. which the Revd. gen- 
tleman attempts to defend and jus- 
tify through eight pages of the last 
Catholic Miscellany; does he deny 
that such a bull ever existed? On 
| the contrary, does he not take it for 
| granted, that there was such an in- 
‘strument and labour through much 
, theological lumber to support it? 
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“The promise to do an unlawful or 
immoral action, can never, (says h-,) 
be rendered valid and lawtul by an 
gath. This obvious truism, which he 


pursues most unmercilully, serves | 
‘or pretends 


as the basis of his whole defence. 
The agreement among the Roman 
Catholic and Protestant Princes at 
Munster and Osnaburg, in 1648, 
with a view of quelling the distur- 
bances in Germany, was there con- 
firmed by asolemnoath, This oath, 
says the Pope, is bottomed on injus- 
tice, on the violation of the rights 
and on the plunder of the church, 
and therefore | pronounce it to be 
null and void. Whether it is added, 
that “no oath could bind the Roman 
Catholic Princes to heretics,”’ I can- 
Not positively say, as the bull is not 
in my possession, But, at any rate, 
the fact stands confessed by the Rev. 
gentleman, that the Pope did actu- 
ally arrogate to himself the right 
and privilege of annulling a solemn 
compact between Sovereign Princes, 
of which he conceived himself to be 
the Judge, and thus presumed from 
the plenitude of his power to dis- 
pense with the sacred obligations of 
an oath. This is the Roman Cath- 
olic doctrine censured in your Re- 
pertory. If the Revd. gentleman 
maintain this power to be an inher- 
ent attribute of the Popedom, he 
evidently opens a door to every de- 
scription of political tyranny and re- 
ligious confusion. If on the contra- 
ry, he renounce it, if he leave it be- 
hind him in Europe, as an immate- 
rial and adventitious appendage to 
his creed, and totally foreign to the 
liberal principles of his adopted 
country; then Protestants, on this 
point at least, are no longer at issue 
with him. Wath the generality of 
Roman Catholics in the United 
States, this exorbitant claim of the 
Papacy, sits, 1 believe, very lightly 
on their minds. They would consi- 


der it in most cases as the parent of 
a mere érutum fulmen. But still 
let not their apologists incautiously 
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contend that this dispensing power 
never did exist in its utmost latitude, 
and most desolating consequences; 
and if (as their learned advocate Mr. 
Plowden assures us) “any One says, 
to insinuate, that the 
modern Roman Catholics differ in 
one iota from their predecessors, he 
is either deceived hinseill, or wishes 
io deceive others,” then bis friends 
immediately become entanyled ina 
dilemma, out of which all bis unre- 
nuity would be puzzled to extricate 
them, Bat in this, as on many 
ther points, @ happy jnconsisteucy 
relieves a liberal mind from = the 
consequences of a system, on whieh 
they seldom reflect, and of which the 
operation in this country must be, 
we trust, at an immeasurable dis- 
tance. Should the writers in the 
Catholic Miscellany, however, still 
persist in denying the papal claims 
which are mentioned in the Reper- 
tory, you well know, Mr. Editor, 
that no task would be more easy 
than to adduce from many unques- 
tionable authorities such proofs of 
their existence, as would silence ev- 
ery objection, and set all effrontery at 
defiance. It were sincerely to be 
wished, that the Catholic Miscella- 
ny might in future be spared the 
waste of time and labour, required 
for the denial or apology of these ob- 
noxious pretensions; and itis witha 
view to relieve them from so irk- 
some a task, that the following 
mong hundreds of similar passages, 
are here offered to their service. | 
Among the decrees of the 4th 
General Council of Lateran, I find 
the following. “Let secular pow- 
ers, whatever offices they execute, 
be admonished, persuaded, and if it 
be necessary, compelled by Eccle- 
siastical censure, as they desire to be 
reputed and accounted among the 
faithful, to take publicly an oath for 
the defence of the faith; that they 
will sincerely use their utmost en- 
deavors to extirminate all heretics 
inarked by the church, out of their 






















territories and jurisdiction. But, if 
the temporal Lord being required 
and admonished by the church, shall 
neglect to cleanse his land from this 
heretical filth, he shall be excom- 
municated by his Metropolitan, and 
the other Bishops of his Province, 
and if he shall negléct to give satis- 
faction within a year, let this be sig- 
nified to the Pope, that he may forth- 
with denounce his vassals absolved 
Jrom their allegiance, and expose 
his lands to be possessed by Catho- 
lics, that having destroyed the her- 
elics, they may enjoy them without 
Opposition.” Such were the tender 
mercies of the church of Rome, 
when she was sitting as a Queen in 
the full meredian of her glory and 
power; but if these former enormi- 
ties have escaped the notice of the 
Revd. gentleman, perhaps he may 
recollect the following of a much 
later date. Pope Pius V. published 
a Bull, Feb. 24th, 1569, against 
Queen Elizabeth, entitled, “The de- 
claratory sentence of the Most Holy 
Lord Pope Pius V against the pre- 
tended Queen Elizabeth, and the 
hereucs adhering to her.”” By this 
sentence, “all her subjects are de- 
clared absolved from their allegi- 
ance and any other duty.” Two 
years after his accession to the Pa- 
pacy, Sixtius V. published another 
bullin 1587, by which he gave away 
Queen Elizabeth’s Kingdoms to the 
first that should se:ze them.— 
“This,” says Rapin, “was the King 
of Spain, who was ready to take ad- 
vantage of the Pope’s kind offer,” 
which indeed, was implied in the 
preceding Bull of Pius V. though 
not expressly mentioned ” 

The Bull of Gregory XIII. May 
1Sth, 15380, ts directed “to all and sin- 
gular Archbishops, and other Pre- 
lates, Counts, Barons, Clergy, No- 
bles, and people of the Kingdom of 
Ireland;” and grants to all the Irish 
who would join in the rebellion of the 
Fitzgereld’s of Desmond, and fight 
against Queen Elizabeth, the same 
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plenary pardon and remission of al! 
their sins, which is granted to those 
engaged in the holy war against the 
Turks, or other infidel possessors of 
the Holy Land. In the year 1600 
Clement VIII. published April 18th, 
a Bull of the like import, exhorting 
the Irish nation to join unanimously 
in Sir Owen's rebellion against the 
said Heretical Queen; and in Janu 
ary following he also sent an exhor- 
tatory letter to Sir Owen himself; 
and the then famous universities of 
Salamanca and Valladolid, having 
heen consulted upon this point by 
the [rish Catholics, justified the con- 
duct of Sir Owen, O’ Neal and their 
associates, in taking up arms against 
the Queen, and condemned as guil- 
ty of mortal sin all the other Irish 
Catholics that fought in her defence. 
Vide O'Sullivan Beare’s Historie 
Catholice Ibernie Compendium, 
Lisbon 1621. 

And lasily, Urban VIII. published 
a Brief, dated May 30th, 1626, ex- 
horting the English Catholics to 
lose their lives, rather than be drawn 
to take that noxious and unlawful 
oath of English fidelity, (condemned 
as such by his predecessors of happy 
memory,) “the object of which is 
not only that thus faith to the King 
should be secured, but that the 
sacred sceptre of the Universal 
Church should be wrested from the 
vicars of Almighty God’. And 
again, the same Pontiff in 1643, May 
25, granted a Bull or Brief of “ple- 
nary indulgence to all the Roman 
Catholics of Ireland, who had joined 
in the rebellion which broke out 
there in the year 1641: These in- 
stances respecting England and Ire- 
land, are chiefly borrowed from Fa- 
ther Peter Walsh’s History and 
vindication of the royal formula or 
Irish remonstrance, graciously re- 
ceived by his Majesty in the year 
1661; London, 1674, page 11; a 
writer of whom Mr. O’Leary him- 
self makes most honourable mea- 
tion, and whg.in consequence oi iis 
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loyalty, underwent a heavy perse- 
cution from his bigoted adversaries. 
Thus it appears, Mr. Editor, that ne1- 
ther Surgeon Hey nor Surgeon Pear- 
son, advanced any thing relating to 
the treaty of Westphalia, but what 
substantiated the reality and exer- 
cise of the Papal claim on that occa- 
sion to dispense with solemn oaths 
made with heretics. If the reader 
wishes for further information on 
this subject, let him look into Mod. 
Universal Hist. vol. 30, p 285, 291, 
and into the same, p. 390. There 
he will readily discover how far the 
essential and sole principle of the 
Roman Catholic Religion of bediev- 
ing what God reveals, and obeying 
his commandments, (Misc. p. 592,) 
can be any other way applied to the 
treaty aforesaid, than by consider- 
ing the Pope as the infallible oracle 
of the truths of religion, and interpre- 
ter of its duties. But, Sir, as I have 
already intimated, there can exist nu 
apprehension of the exercise of these 
claims at the present day, and espe- 
cially in this country. 


tholics in America would reject 
them with disdain. Yet still let 
them not deny that they once exist- 
ed, but rather be thankful for the 
liberty with which Divine Provi- 
dence has set thein free from sucha 
yoke. The general diffusion of 
scriptural knowledge and scriptural 
piety will alone prevent a repetition 
of its pressure upon the necks of 
mankind. Civil liberty alone will 
not be fully competent to remove it; 
and we find accordingly, that in the 
most free, and most enlightened 
of the new American Republics, 
namely, that of Colombia, the minis- 
ters of the Roman Catholic Reli- 
gion, “are alone permitted to exer- 
cise their functions.’”” We, thank 
God, fear no such restrictions, and 
when we look back upon the spiritu- 


al tyranny of past ages, it is merely || 


with a view to appreciate our ex- 
emption from its evils, and to pro- 
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vide against the possibility of its re- 
currence. The wish, therefore, oi 
every virtuous and patriotic Ameri- 
can citizen should be, that both Pro- 
testants and Roman Catholics would 
look no longer to their divisions on 
articles which are not calculated to 
interfere with public hberty, or do- 
mestic comfort; but if the latter 
should persevere in countenancing 
any turmer mischievous pretensions 
of their church, they must expect 
such replies as candour and truth 
can very readily supply. With res- 
pect to discussions upon other con- 
troverted points, let them be con- 
ducted in the spirit of moderation, 
and christian liberality, and our ho- 
ly religion will cease to blush at the 
too frequent petulance, sarcasms and 
bigotry of her champions. The 
search into religious truth is surely 
the last that should bias the judg- 
meut, or irritate the temper; it being 
the principal aim of religion, to reg- 
late both, Her doctrines can ne- 
ver shrink from candid investiga- 
ion; nay, they will never cease to in- 
vite it. “Noman can write down 
truth. Inquiry is to truth what 
friction is tothe diamond. It proves 
its hardness, adds to its lustre, and 
excites fresh admiration.” And when 
any christian society, relying on pre- 
tensions which themselves are sub- 
jects of controversy, presumes to 
prohibit the reading of works, which 
it pronounces to be heretical, unless 
with the sole view to refute them, 
such society or church, manifest- 
ly betrays a consciousness of its 
weakness.* 


*See Mr. Commiskey’s advertisement 
in the National Gazette, for printing the 
Grand Folio Haydock Bible, where after 


'a@ pompous display of all the writers and 
| commentators on the Bible, and mark- 
| ing those with a cross, “who,” says he, 


“have erred from the faith once deliver- 
ed to the Fathers;” he tells us plainly 
“that they can be consulted only as 
critics, or with a view to refute them.” 
And all this does Mr. Commiskey under 
the patronage of the Right Revd. Dr, 























































Mr. Editor, I cannot conclude 
without wishing most sincerely, that 
Roman Catholics would avoid in all 
their controversial writings, the little 
provocatives either to contempt and 
ill-will, in which they too frequently 
indulge; and that Protestant authors 
also, when arguing against tenets and 
usages which their forefathers have 
abandoned, and they themselves 
must condemn, would remember at 
the same time, that the foundation 
on which much straw and stubble, 
as they conceive, has been built, 
is precisely the same with that of 
their own religious system, the same 
platform of the Holy and Apostolic 
Ciurch, of which Jesus Christ is the 
chief corner stone, and against 
which “the gates of Hell shall nev 

er ultimately prevail.”” “The rent,” 
says Dr. Paley “has not reached the 
foundation;”” and he who seriously 
and dispassionately searches the 
scriptures, must confess that they 
teach, in explicit terms, that God 
rules over all—that man is fallen 
from his primeval rectitude, that 
the Messiah shed his blood for his 
restoration, and that in a future state, 
rewards await the righteous and 
punishments will be inflicted on the 
wicked. These doctrines with a few 
corollaries flowing naturally from 
them, constitute the Holy Catholic 
faith. Respecting certain other sub- 
jects, faint is the light thrown on 
them by revelation; but wrangling 
would be prevented by the clear- 
ness of its fundamental doctrines; 
hesitation about obedience preciud- 
ed by the justice of its precepts; 
and the beauty of its examples 
would captivate the most indifferent 
hearts. In a word, “let every man 
be fully persuaded in his own mind 

of the truth as it is in Jesus;’’ and 

then conclude with the immortal 
Locke, “no way that I shall walk in 


Conwell, styling himself Bishop of Phi- 
ladelphia, meaning no doubt that there is 
no Bishop of Philadelphia but himself. 
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against the dictates of my con- 
science, will ever bring me to the 
mansions of the blessed. i may 
grow rich by an art that I take no 
delight in: I may be cured of some 
disease by remedies I have no ‘aith 
in; but I cannot be saved by a reli- 
gion that I distrust, and a worship 
that I abhor. It is vain for an un- 
believer to take up the outward sha- 
dow of another man’s profession; 
faith only and inward sincerity, are 
the things that procure acceptance 
with God.”” Toconclude, Mr. Ed- 
itor, let christians of every denomin- 
ation among us be persuaded, that, 
truth, both moral and divine; flour- 
ishes only in the soil of freedom. 
There it shoots up and sheds its 
fruits for the healing of the nations. 
Civil and religious liberty are two of 
the greates! earthly blessings, which 
heaven can bestow on man. Thiice 
happy are the people who experi- 
ence their benefits, and are ever up- 
on their guard to preserve them, 
unburdened by unnecessary restric- 
tions on the one hand, and enj: ying 
the sweets of liberty unembittered 
by anarchy, or licentiousness on the 
other. X. 


Mr. Eprror, 

As you published not long ago an 
extract from Leighton on the Lord’s 
Prayer, I hope you will not refuse 
a place in your work to the follow- 
ing, from the same source, relative 
to refietitions in prayer. 

“But is then all length and much 
continuance in prayer, and all re- 
doubling of the same request repro- 
vable? Surely no. Were there 
nothing else to persuade us of this, 
our Saviour’s own practice were 
sufficient, who prescribed this rule, 
and yet is found to have spent whole 
nights in prayer, and to have iterat- 
ed the same requests; and doubt- 
less(which can be said of no other) 
his example is as perfect a rule as 








his doctrine. This then briefly, is 
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the fault here: when the long con- 
tinuance, and much repetition in 

rayer is affected as a thing of itself 
available; when heaping on words, 
and beating often over the same 
words, though the heart bear them 
not company, is judged to be pray- 
er; and generally whensoever the 





tongue outruns the affections, then is 
prayer turned into babbling. Yea, | 
though a man use this very short) 
form here prescribed, yet he may | 
commit this very fault against which | 
it was provided; he may babble in 
saying it; and it is to be feared the. 
greatest part do so. Men judge 
(and that rightly) a speech to be | 
long or short, not so much by the| 
quantity of words, as by the sense; 
so that a very short speech that is 
empty of sense, may be called long; 
and a long one that is full, and hath 
nothing impertinent, is truly short: 
then as men judge by the sense of | 
speech, God judgcth by the affec-. 
tion of prayer, that is, the true sense of 
it. So the quality, is the rule of the 
quantity with him. There is no 
prayer tou long to him, provided it 
be all enlivened with affection; no 
idle repetition, when the heart says 
every word over again as often and 
more often than the tongue.— 
Therefore, those repetitions jn the 
Psalms, Lord hear, Lord incline 
thine ear, Lord attend, &c. were 
not idle on this account. God’s own 
spirit did dictate them; there was 
not one of them empty; but came 
from the heart of the holy peén- 
men, fully fraught with the ve- 
hemency of their affections. And 
it is reported of St. Augustine, 
that he prayed even for a whole 
night NVoverim te domine, noverim 
me; because his heart still followed 
the suit, all of it was prayer. So 
that in truth, where the matter is 
new, and the words still diverse, and 
very rich in sense, yet with God it 
may be idle multiplying of words, 
because the heart stays behind; and 
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-that a man seems poor and mean in 
ihe gift of prayer to others, yet if it 
be not defective in affection, but a- 
bundance of it (as it may be) that 
moves often the same request, it is 
not empty, but full of that sense that 
the searcher of hearts alone can 
read. I had rather share with the 
Publican in his own words, and say 
it often over,as if 1 had nothing else 
to say, “God be merciful to me a 
sinner,” saying it with such a heart, 
than the most excellent prayer when 
the outside is the better half. 

So then this is the mistake of men, 
to think to make words pass for 
prayer with God, and to make up 
what is wanting inwardly, with mul- 
titude of words and long continu- 
ance; a foolish compensation, that 
will no way satisfy him that says, a- 
bove all, “my son, give me thine 
heart;”’ and no length nor words can 
supply the want of that with him. 
Yet many do thus, they give large 
measure of that which is altogether 
worth nothing; as the orator said of 
those that made a poor speech pass 
for something, with crying it out 
with a loud voice; “that they were 
like to those cripples that got on 
horseback to hide their halting.” 

It is thus here, and the church of 
Rome hath it for their common 
shift; they have shut the heart out 
of this employment, where it hath 
most interest, by praying in an un- 
known tongue; and this defect they 
make up with long continuance, and 
much repetition of paternosters, 
with a devotion as cold and dead as 
the beads they drop. And so they 
with their breviaries, notwithstand- 
ing their name, fall directly into 
this foolish heathenish vanity, of idle 
length and repetitions. Thus do 
we too, though we speak our own 
known language, when either in se- 
cret or in public we suffer our hearts 
to rove in prayer, and hear not our- 
selves what we are praying; how 
then can we expect God should hear 








where the same words are repeated, 


us? 
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If the affections can be brought to 
continue in it, prayer in secret can- 
not be too long: but let us not think 
it virtue enough that it is long; let 
it rather be brief with strong bent 
of mind, than long without it; as a 
small body, strong and full of spi- 
rits, i¢ much better than the greatest 
bulk that is dull and spiritless.— 
And when we pray in company, be- 
cause men cannot know the temper 
of other men’s hearts, usually a con- 
venient midst betwixt extremes, viz: 
brictness and length, seems most 
Suitable. 

But alas! how few be there that 
keep constant watch over their af- 
fections in prayer; and endeavour to 
keep the heart bent to it throughout! 
Oh! how much sin is committed by 


us this way, that we observe not!” 


To the Editor of the Washington 1 he- 
ological Repertory. 


Sir, 

Allow me through you, to thank 
Australis, for the communication o! 
his Latin version of the 103 Psalm, 
as inserted in your No. for October 
I thank him as one of your readers, 
for the pleasure its perusal has ai- 
forded me, and more particularly 
for the evidence it gives, that our 
young countrymen, though not dri!- 
led like the Prosodians of Eton and 
Westminster, can nevertheless find 
delight, in their relaxation from se- 
verer studies, in presenting in a new 
dress, the sublime, the beautiful! 
poesy of inspiration. 

There is nothing in all the range 
of literary acquirement so delight 
ful to me, as unexpectedly to have 
anew light thrown on any of the 
sublime passages of Holy Writ.— 
Presuming that this feeling is com- 
mon to most of your readers, and 
encouraged by your insertion of the 
version of Australis, I send a piece 
ef criticism, on part of the four- 
teenth chanter of Isaiah, taken from 
the Latin Prelections of Dr. Lowth. 











“The Prophet having predicted 
the deliverance of the Jews and their 
return into their own country, from 
the rigorous Babylonish Captivity, 
instantly inroduces them singing a 
Triumphal Song on the fall of the 
King of Babylon; a song abounding 
in the most splendid images, and 
carried on by perpetual, and those 
very beautiful, personifications ‘The 
song begins with a sudden exclama- 
tion of the Jews, expressing their 
joy and wonder, at the unexpected 
change of their condition, and death 
of the tyrant. Earth with her in- 
habitants, triumphs; the Firs and Ce- 
dars of Libanus—under which ima- 
ges, the allegoric style frequently 
shadows the Kings and Princes of 
the Gentiles—rejoice, and insult with 
reproaches the broken power of 
their implacable foe. 


“She is at rest, the whole Earth is 
quiet: they break forth into singing 

“Even the Fir Trees rejoice at Thee, 
the Cedars of Libanus: 

“since thou art laid low, no feller is 


come up against us,” 


There follows a most daring pro- 
sopoperia, of Orcus, or the iwfernal 
regions; he rouses his inhabitants, 
the manes of Princes and the shades 
of departed Kings: immediately all 
of them arise from their thrones 
and walk torward to meet the King 
of Babylon: and insult and deride 
him, and gather consvlation from 
lis calamity. 


“Art thou also made weak as we? art 
thou made like unto us? 

“Thy pomp is brought down to the 
grave, and the noise of thy viols: 

“The worm is spread under thee, and 
the worms cover thee.” 


The Jews are again represented 
speaking: they most strongly exag- 
gerate his remarkable fall, by en 
exclamation formed in the manner 
of Funeral Lamentations: 


“Tow art thou fallen from Heaven, O 
Lucifer, Son of the morning! 

“tow art thou cut down tothe ground, 
which didst weaken the nations,” 
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They next represent the King! 


himself as speaking, and madly 
boasting of his unlLounded power, 
whence the prodigiousness of his 
ruin is wondertuliy aggravated; nor 
is this enough; a new character is 
immediately formed: Those are 
introduced who found the body of 
the King of Babylon cast out: they 
survey it closely and attentively and | 
at last hardly know it. 

“Is this the man who made the Earth 
to tremble, and did 

“Shake nations? 

“That made the Farth as a wilderness, | 
and destroyed the cities thereof!” 


They reproach bim with the joss 


,of the common rite of sepulture, 


which was deservedly denied to him 
for his cruelty and oppression, and 





| 





curse his name, his race, and poste-. 
rity. The scene is closed by a most | 
awful speech of God himself, mena- | 
cing a perpetual extirpation to the | 
King of Babylon, to his descendants 
and to his city: and confirming the | 


immutability of his counsels, by the 
ratification of a solemn oath, What 
images, how various, 
sown, how sublime, exalted with 


how thick | 


what energy; what expressions, fig | 


ures, and sentiments are here accu- 
mulated together! We hear the 
Jews, the cedars of Libanus, the 
shades of departed Kings, the King 
of Babylon, these + ho found his bo- 
dy, and lastly Jehovah biaseif all 
speaking in order, and bebold them 
actiny their several paris. One 
coutuued action is carried on; or 
rather a various and manilold series 
of different actions is connected; an 
excellence more peculiarly appro- 
priated to the subiimer ode, and con 


summeately displayed ip this prophe- | 


cy of Isaiah, which is the most per- 
fect, and unpexampled model among 
all the monuments of anuquity.— 

The personifications are freq uent, | 
but net confused; bold, buat not af- 
lected: a free, 
ving Split predominates throug): 
ae whole; there is nething wanting, 

VoL. 6,..No0. 7 —Pp 


lufty, and truly di- 
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to crown, and complete it with abso- 
lute beauty: nor can the Greek or 
Roman puesy produce any Ulng 
which ts simular, or la any inanucr 
equal to it.” 


Genesis, Cuar, V. Verse 24. 


“4nd Enoch walked with Ged: and he 
was not, for God took him,” 


I’ve wander’d far, and tarried long, 
Fain would | now return; 

Ungodly tents I’ve dwelt among, 
Where fires unhallowed buro; 

Thro’ thorny brakes my path-way lay, 
Temptations throng’d the road, 

Which night and day would taunting say, 

I should not walk with God, 


First Pleasure with delusive smile 
Spread round her flowery snare, 
And on I walk’d thro’ paths ot guile 
Without concern or fear; 

Then at Ambition’s call I rose, 
And o’er her gulphs I strode; 

Oh! how these toe, the soul oppose, 
Which tries to walk with God? 


Alas! and does my sinful heart 
Lean to the temptor’s side, 
And give success to every art 
For my destruction tried! 
Oh chanye, change it, heavenly dove, 
And make it thine abode! 
So shail I prove, thy sacred love, 
So shall f waik with God, 


Let Fame then spread her glittering 
wing, 

ve here no prize to gain; 

Let Pleasure her temptations bring, 
I’ve tried, I’ve found them vain. 

No! ‘ight and tree, 'd win my way, 
High up the Heavenly road; 

What force can stay, what power delay 
His course who walks with God? 


Of others, let the giddy throng 
‘The gloricus deeds prochim: 

Let Herocs hij the plausive song, 
Unknown, unheard my name; 

Of empty praise, | ask for nene, 
Be on'y this allow’d: 

Write on my stone, a piigrim’s gone, 
Who humbly walk’ with God. a 

Ww. R. 
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Essay on the impropriety and inconsisten- 
cy of C mmunic.nis engaging in what 
are called the Amusements of the Age. 


first published as an appendix to Bick- | 


erticih s Treatise on the Lord s Supper. 
By Gusooar TV, Bepvert, J. Ve Mee- 
tor af St. Andrew s Church, Philadel- 
phia, 1325. 


There are few precepts of St. 
Paul, more frequently misunder. 
stood, than that m which he exhorts 
Christians that they should not be 
“coisormed to this world.” 
suppose it was only the world as 
then lying in the wickedness of 
heathen idolatry, to which the Apos- 
tle refers, and that the injunction has 
but lwtle interest for those of the 
present day who are far removed 
from Pagan examples and tempia- 
tions. Among those who think the 
ery of universal application, we 

nd a large number of nominal 
Christians who imagine they obey 
the Apostolic direction, because they 
avoid the immoralities of others, 
though differing in no essential fea- 
ture of their spirit or dispositions 
from the great mass of their fellow 
creatures. Some we find who fond- 
ly believe they have “given up the 
world,”” because they have thrown 
off the gay dresses and expensive 
orhaments with which they were 
once distinguished, though unchang- 
ed in a single afiection of their 
hearts. Buta soldier might as well 
say he had been separated from the 
service in which he was enlisted, 
by stripping himself of the uniform 
by which his associates in arms are 
distinguished. Others we see, who 
exhibit the most complacent confi- 
dence that they have come out from 
tic world, forno other reason than that 
they have discontinued their wonted 
attendance upon those fashionable 
amusements which Christians con- 
sider as incompatible with the spirit 
ol the Gospel. But a man may 


Some | 








strip himself to the plainness of sim- 
ple nature, and confine hinseif to 
the seclusion of a Monastery, and 
yet be conformed to the world in ail 
the worst features of its Cnaracter. 
It is the spirit-as well as the appear- 
ance of the world: itis the temper, 
the covetousuess, the envyings and 
the jealousics, as well as the amuse- 
ments of the world: it is the setthg 
of the affections on things of the 
earth as well as merely the placing 
ol them upon dress or company, or 
certain indulgences, to which Chris- 
tians must not be conformed, By 
these remarks, however, we would 
not be understood as insinuating 
that it is not of great importance to 
avoid conturmity in outward things, 
as well as in the inward tempers of 
the soul. No one can wear the liv- 
ery of the servants of the world, and 
join with them in worldly amuse: 
ments, without violating bis duty to 
his master, Jesus Chris ; without con- 
iibuting to the injury of his Chris- 
tian profession, and materially sub- 
stracting from the life and comfort of 
bis own soul. The author of the 
essay before us bas confined his at- 
tention not without great reason to 
“ihe impropriety and inconsistency 
of communicants engaging in what 
are called the Amusements of the 
Age,” and we think has treated his 
subject ina way not only creditable 
to himself, but well calculated to 
promote a serious and spiritual idea 
of the elevated duties, the exalted 
character, and the heavenly walk to 
which every Christian communic. nt 
is called. We cannot better occu- 
py our pages, than by extracting 
some of the most useful portions of 
this truly scriptural performance. 

Betore entering upon the regular 
discussion of the subject, the author 
advances a remark with which the 
observation of all Christians will 
agree. 
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1 am fully persuaded, by the experi- | Episcopal Church of the United 


ence which | have had in my intercourse 
with professing Christians, that those, 
whose conversation was turned upon re- 
ligious topics, and whose “meat and 


drink” it appeared to be “to do the will” | 


of their heavenly Father, were the very 
persons who expressed themselves most 
strongly on the subject of the anti epirit 
tual effects of worldly contormity; while 
those most generally, who gave in to the 
amusements of the world, seemed to have 
an indifference and lukewarmness on the 
subject of rehgion, which chilled reli 
gious intercourse, and painfully impres- 
sed me with the idea that they dehghted 
in having their “conversation” every 
where but “in heaven.” This I would 
be understood as saying, has been my 
experience generally. I have found 
some exceptions, but they have been 
rare, and under very e\traordinary cir- 
cumstances, 


The author enumerates four dis 
tinct reasons in proof of the absolute 
inconsistency of communicants join- 
ing in the amusements of the world. 
These are Ist. That such amuse 
ments “have a direct tendency to de- 
stroy every thing like fersonal re- 
ligeon.” 2nd. They weakea “the 
influence of reKyion in the niinds of 
others.” 3rd. Indulgence in ther, 
lays a stumbling block in the way of 
many,acd gives unnecessary offence 
to the frelings and views of many a 
Christian brother; and 4th. Such 
“worldly conformity is absolutely 
forbidden in the scriptures.” After 
illustrating and sustammg these se- 
veral postions, and very happily for- 
tifying each with appropriate scrip- 
tural authority; our author considers 
briefly the point, that the amuse- 
ments referred to, cannot “in the ve- 
ry nature of the case be necessary to 
the happiness of a real Christian.” 
The essay is concluced with ex 
tracts from the jouroal of the House 
of Bishops; from the Pastoral Letter 
of the same house, in 1817, and 
from the Journal of the Convention 
ol the Divcess of Virginia, showing 
that the views of the author are in 
couformity with those recommended 
by the authority of the Protestant 





' States. 

sd Wover the fiest division of th: es- 
say, we find the following pertinent 
remarks: 


Ist. What are called the common 
amusements of the world have a direct 
tendency to destroy every thing like per- 
sonal religion. Apurt from the previous 
circumstances of preparation, which de- 
stroy so much of that invaluable talent, 
time, and apart from the unhallowed pas- 
sions of “envy, hatred, malice, and all 
uncharitableness,” which dress, and at- 
tentions, and such like, are sure to 
awaken in the mind, which is intently set 
on amusements as a chief good, the «is 

sipated thoughts, and the wearied body, 
induce an almost necessary indisposition — 
to the serious exercises of devotion. 
| This is a matter which can fairly attach 
itself to the experience of the reader, 
who engages in these amusements; and 
how can it be supposed, that after many 
hours, spent in nothing but a round of 
indulgences, a person can return to his 
home, perhaps far beyond the midnight 
heur, and spend a sufficient period in 
those duties of devotion, without which 
all claims to the Christian character, are 
no more than a “sounding brass and a 
tinkling cymbal.” Whatever interferes 
with the hour which should be cones- 
crated to God—whatever indisposes to 
the exercise of that prayer, which is a 
real Christian’s delight, and a conscious 
sinner’s dearest privilege, istotally divest- 
ed of its character of innocent; and be- 
comes evil and sinful in the highest de- 
gree. 1 know that it is the way of many, 
to talk of the abstract innocence of com- 
non amusements; but language of this 
description has no meaning. 1 doubt, 
whether any one could tell me, what he 
meant by amusements abstractly consi- 
dered; and to enjoy an amusement ab- 
stractly is to me entirely absurd, These 
things are eompletcly made ap of cireum- 
stances, from which they never have, and 
never can be abstracted; and it isin these 
unavoidable civcumstances that the evil 
is to be found. If attending at the 
theatre—at public and private balls, and 
a variety of other things ef lesser evil, 
interfered with no absolute duty to Cod 
or man—cut short ro hour which ought 
to have been wholly consecrated to the 
immediate service of our Maker in prayer 
and supplication and thanksgiving—-pro- 


| duced no languidness of soul—no spiri- 








308 ¥SSAY ON THE AMUSEMENTS OF THE AGE. FEE 


tual weariness—no real waste of time-— 


no unhaliowed passions-—then might . 


they be enjoyed to the full, It alters 
not the force of the argument, to sav that 
the evil of these depends on the ercess 
to which they are pursued. I have no 
hesitation in affirming, that they never 
were, and in the a. u e of the thing, they 
never can be pursued without excess; for 
if the infringement of a eingle duty, let it 


be ever so trivial in itself, be the conse- | 
queace, the pursuit which is the cause of | 
that infringement is excessive and sinful. | 


ln answer to the objection that 
God could never have intended to 
debir his rational creatures, the 
pleasures of the world; our author 
introduces a very appropriate quo- 
tation frou Biddulph oa worldly con 
fo. ity, whic -he reader will peruse 
with Jeasure. 

“Has the Creator dealt hardly with the 





| 


| 
| 
| 


papilio, because, in consequence of his | 


ordinance it changes its nature, ceases to | 
criwl on the ground, and mounts aloft in | 


the air, derwing its pleasure from a new 


| 
| 
i 


source? Has the captive, long a prisoner 


and asiave in the siberian mines, any 


reason for accusing his sovereign of bar: | 


barily when his chains are knocked off, 
and be 18 resiored to the light of day, 
and to the pleasures of society on the 
surface of the earth; because he is now 
& arated from those low gratifications 
to which he was obhged tu resort for 


want of better, while he was confined in| 


suorcrvanean caverns? the objection is 
burlt on falsehood: for it supposes the 
things of the world to be suited \o the 


facuities ef an immortal mind, which | 
is made for the enjoyment of God, and. 


which nothing but God, his favour, 
and friendship, can ever satisfy. But 
the believer is become, by regenera- 
tion, “a new creature; old things are 
passed away, and all things are become 
new 


with which he has hitherto been conver- 


The aspect of ail those things | 


Sant, isnow changed. ‘The follies of the | 


world have lost their power of giving 


him contentment; if, indeed, they can be 


said to afford it to any persons His 
hopes and tears, his desires and aversions, 


his joys and sorrows, arise from new. 


caucs, and are directed to new ends. 
What he receives in lieu of the bubble 
which he relinquishes, is sterling gold. 
Had the prodigal son any cause of com- 
plaint when, in consequence of the gra- 
cious reception which his father gave 


' 
{ 


| 
| 





him, he was no longer under a necessity 
of feeding on husks with the swine which 
his former master had set him to keep? 
Let the Christian who is enjoying the 
privileges of his profession, be asked, 
Whether the requisition of renouncing 
the world be harsh; and whether God 

ho makes it be an Fgyptian task- 
master He will know how to answer 
the question, by replying, “I am dead; 
and my hfe is hid with Christ in God.*’ 


Under the second division of the 
essay, our author observes: 

2d. Another very prominent evil, 
arising from the circumstance of com- 
municants attendig amusements of the 
description all along alluded to, is, that 
it weakens the influence of religion in 
the minds of others. Let those com- 
municants who indulge in these amuse- 
ments think what they please on the 
subject, the fact is unquestioned, that the 
eye of the world is upon them; and from 
them is expected, even by those who 
care nothing about religion, a consistent, 
and godly, outward demeanour; and it 
were tully for them, to attempt to conceal 
the truth, that the conduct they pursue, 
brings a measure of reproach on religion, 
by lowering it to the level of the world. 
A professing Christian is supposed to 
stand on an eminence of spifitual attain- 
ment, far above the common mass by 
by which he 1s surrounded; and where 
that character is truly possessed, as well 
as professed, the supposition is most cor- 
rect. About the real Christian character, 
while there is a mildness and sweetness 
of deportment, which makes men admire 
and love, there is also a gravity and dig- 
nity of deportment which can make no 
fellowship with the lightness and frivolity 
of a theatre or ball-room = A_ professing 
Christian then, engaged in such pursuits, 
loses at once the dignity of his assumed 
character, and lets himself down to the 
level of those who make no pretensions 
to religion. I have heard it asserted by 
many, who were “lovers of pleasure more 
than lovers of God,” that though they 
engaged in such scenes, yet they~could 
not but lese respect for those who called 
themselves Christians, when they saw 
them as fond of these vanities as them- 
selves; and that they were consequenily 
fully impressed with the idea that reli- 
gion set very lightly uponthem. The 
conclusion of such persons is undoubted- 
lv legitimate, and it is one, among the 
many tributes, which mere worldly men 


* Col. i. 41. 
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pay to religion, that they think it de- 
mands a more circumspect and dignified 
demeanour; and absolutely requires a 
measure of consistency which is apart 
from the love and practice of these fol- 
lies. 1 say it, because I know it to be 
true, that the most frivolous of the giddy 
throng, whose motto seems to be “let us 
ea! and drink, for to-morrow we die,” 
look with the utmost suspicion on the 
religion of those, who engage with them 
in their pursuits, and not only think, but 
apeak unfavourably of them, and of con- 
sequence of the religion which they 
profess. Professing Christians then, 
enter ve the theatre—the ba!l room—sit 
down to cards, and such like, and the 
very persons, with whom you are engag- 
ed, while they consent that you should 
minister to their pleasures, censure you 
in their hearts; and did they dare, or 
were they honest enough, to tell you 
what they thought, they would contess to 
you that you had Jost in their respect. 
The third argument teurded on 
the command to avoid “even the 
appearance of evil,” is one perhops 
less considcvred than any other, ane 
yet sufficient of itselfto decide al 
questions in present cireunistances 
as to the propriety of the amus 
ments under consideration. For 
ceummunicants to yon in these thing: 
(our author observes) “is a stumb 
ling block in the way of many, anc 
gi es unnecessary offence to the 
celings of manv a chri-tian brother,” 


This is a consideration which is far 
from receiving that attention its impor 
tance demands One man’s crime is not 
indeed another man’s excuse ‘the in 
consistency of some professors, is no 
reason why any une should abstain from 
the Lord’s table, but so it 1s; and as 
Christianity is a self-denying religion, 
the sacrifice is absolutely demanded on 
the part of professors.—If engaging in 
these amusements were in no other sense 
injurious, either to personal piety, or to 
the respect in which religion ought to 
be entertained, still if the conduct pur- 
sued is the cause of another’s stumbling 
—or if the feelings of a pious friend, be 
found to be hurt—if 1 make not the 
sacrifice, { deal uncharitably with him, 
for it is to be recollected that abstaining 
from these amusements involves no 

rinciple, and interferes with no absolute 

piness. Strange as these opinions 
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may appear to many, they are not only 
drawn from the Scripture, without per- 
version, but they are the very sentiments 
of Scripture, without even the suspicion 
of being merely implied. 1 wish that on 
this subject, my readers, who have any 
doubt as tothe correctness of these state- 
ments, would attentively study, and seri- 
ously pray over, the 14th chapter of St. 
Paul's Epistle to the Romans, the 8th 
and lUth chapters of his Ist Epistle to 
the Corinthians, and a part of the 2d 
chapter of his 2d Epistle to the same; as 
also those injunctions of our Saviour in 
reference to self-denial and to love of 
the world. If indulgence in these plea- 
sures were /aw/fu/, Christian charity de- 
mands that for the honour of Christ and 
the prejudices of weaker brethren, this 
indulgence should be rehnquished; and 
small is that man’s or woman’s mezsure 
of real religion, who cannot make the 
sacrifice ofan bour of vanity, for the sake 
of Christ, or the sake of a conscientious 
fellow Christian, 


The last general argument is 
founded exclusively upon the word 
ot God. 


“The book of God divides the inhabi. 
tants of the world into two classes, which 
are described by various traits of charac- 
ter therein specified. The great major- 
ity called by way of emphasis, the world, 
are said to ‘le inthe wicked one, to walk 
after the flesh, to follow the course of 
this world, to have their conversation in 
the lusts of the flesh, to fufil the desires 
of the flesh and of the mind, and to be 
the children of wrath.’ The minority, 
who are chosen out of the mass called 
the world, are denominated ‘children of 
light, and of God.’—They are said to be 
not of the world, even as their Lord and 
Master was not of the world. ‘They have 
their ‘conversation in heaven, live in the 
Spirit, and walk in the Spirit.” They 
‘look not at the things which are seen 
and are temporal; but at the things which 
are not seen, and are eternal.’ These, 
on account of the contrariety apparent 
in their spiritual manners, the world is 
said to hate.—‘They are accounted as its 
filth, and are a spectacle of astonishment 
and detestation to it. ‘The world is 
crucified unto them, and they unto the 
world.’ The things of the world, ‘the 
lust of the flesh, the lust of the eye, and 
the pride of life,’ are their enemies, 
against which they maintain an incessant 
state of hostility; and they are enabled, 
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by ‘believing that Jesus is the Son of 
God, to overcome the world.’ Christ 
= himself for them, that he might 

eliver them from this present evil 
world,’ and through his grace, they 
‘deny ungodliness and worldly lusts, and 
live soberly, righteously, and godly in 
this present world’ ” 

Says our Saviour “no man can serve 
two masters; for either he will hate the 
one and love the other, or else he will 
hold to the one and despise the other. 
Ye cannot serve God and mammon.” 
Matt. vi. 24.—The Apostle Paul exhorts 
—"“be not conformed to this world, but 
be ve transformed by the renewing of 
your mind that ye may prove what is that 
good and acceptable and perfect will of 
God.” Romans xii. 2.—Again, “ve are 
not your own, but ye are bought with a 
price,—therefore glorify God in vour bo- 
dies, and in your spirits which are his.” 1 
Cor. vi. 2U, And to mention but one more, 
that singularly impressive declaration of 
the Apostle, “The love of Christ con- 
straineth us, because we thus judge, that 
if one died for all, then were all dead; and 
that he died for all, that they which live, 
should not henceforth live unto themselves, 
but unto Him which died for them and rose 
ayain.” 2 Cor. vy, 14, 15. This is a stan- 
dard by which few professors at present, 
i fear, would be willing to be measured. 


In answer to the objection that so 
much abstinence from worldly plea- 
sures as the author enjoins would 
‘shut up ail kinds of amusements 
from professing Christians”; he says. 
1 answer, that the objection is entirely 


groundless.—I would not debar them | 
from a// amusements; but I would have | 


them understand what is meant by the 
Apostle when he says, “when I was a 
child, f spake as a child, I understood as 


became a man- I put away ch Idish 
things ** 
in which a professing Christian is, or 
ought to be; and when he leves, and in- 
dulges in, worldly amusements, :t is 
equivalent to saying—TJ have sought for 
pleasures in religion, which I have failed 
to find;—and ! have been odliged to turn 
again to the world.— This is the language 
of the hearts of those who love the world 
and its vain amusements. But the real 
Christien has higher views; and even 
putting the experience of the happiness 
of region out of the question, there are 
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This is precisely the situation | 


FEB. 


creation which belong to him.—There 
are the charms of literature and science. 
--there are the delights of a rational and 
enlightened society—the pleasures of 
conversation—the endearments of do- 
mestic life; and an mumense variety of 
s cial enjoyments, which as sunbeams 
are actually sent by the Creator, to play 
amidst the clouds of life. Can the mere 
frivolities of pleasure be necessary for a 
Christian? 1s it not in the power of re- 
ligion to satisfy the min s of its votaries 
by affording them sufficient employment, 
and delight, but must they turn to the 
world for a supply which shall be ample? 
1 should blush, for any one, who could 
make such a supposition. Can a real 
Christian whose heart has been changed 
from the love of the world, and who in the 
fact of his profession is supposed to “set 
his affections on things above,” can such 
an one, I repeat, even enjov the common 
amusements of the world, which are 
lighter than vanity? If an individual 
takes pleasure in religion, I cannot sup. 
pose that he can mingle with satisfaction 
in those pleasures from which religion 
is studiously excluded; and no man is in 
his proper place when he cannot carry 
his religion with him. In the theatre— 
in the ball-room—at the card table, &c. 
religion tinds no rest, but is like the 
Dove when first sent trom the ark; and 
the professing Christian who is to be 
found engaged in these, must of necessity 
bear about him no peculiar “mark of his 
high calling.” If he does not put off his 
Suuday garments, he must cover them 
by ornaments, which shall totally dis- 
guise them. The pleasures of religion, 
and the pleasures of the world are come 
posed of elements totally dissimilar. 
Suppose, for instance, that an individual, 


‘even before “mortal shall have put on 


ne 


immortality,” should be admitted in 


a child, l thought as a child; but when I 4 heaven, and permitted to join in its hal- 


‘lowed employments—suppose that he 


should be welcomed, by angels and arch- 
angels, and learned to join in their strains 
of raptured adoration, which compuse 
the songs of the redeemed—but | forbear 
to speak of these employments: “eye 
hath not.seen, nor ear heard, neither 
hath it entered the heart of man to con- 


' ceive,” --can it be supposed, that an in- 


dividual, thus circumstanced, would be, 


willmg to leave that heavenly society, 
and those celestial employments, and 


descend to earth for the mere sake of 


mingling in its infinitely lesser enjoy- 
dignified enjoyments on the score of re- || ments’ Surely—surely not !—Abating 


é 


rere, | Sacral 


warrantee Hy 
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the mere lesser circu stances of the case, | 
the situation of a real, heart-changed 
Christian, resembles the suppositious case 
just put, and he who has “tasted of the 
precious gift of God” and expemenced 
the joys of religion, cannot find picasure | 
in these inferior movements. There is 
an assimilating power in region, which 
forbids this totally. Once let an indivi- 
dual have his heart really interested in 
religion, and I am persuaded that the 
danger is principally over; and I shall 
ever maintain this proposition, though it 
should wrench from the edifice of many 
a one’s Christianity its foundation stone, 
that in the heart of a real Christian, the 
empire of these follies is entirely over- 
thrown. It would be almost as easy for 
ine to suppose, that an angel from Hea- 
ven would come down to mingle, and to 
take delight in, the turmoils of the world, 
as I should of a decided follower of the 
Lord Jesus Christ “forsaking the foun- 
tain of living waters, to hew out cisterns 
which can hold no water,” for they who 
drink of that “living water” which Christ 
will “give” them, cannot—oh no!—they 
cannot quench their thirst at these shal- 
low and polluted streams of worldly plea- 
sure. ‘To these latter the mass of man- 
kind bow down to drink; and they rise 
with a thirst unsatisfied. With them, is 
realized the declaration of the Prophet, 
“it shalleven be as when an hungry man 
dreameth, and, behold, he eateih; but he 
awaketh and his soul is empty: or as 
when a thirsty man dreameth, and behold 
he drinketh; but he awaketh, and, be- 
hold, he is faint, and his soul hath appe- 
tite.”"—-Oh “come ye out from among | 
them, and be ye separate’’—*touch not 

the unclean thing”—then, if your hearts 

are in the love and service of God, and 

your motives such as are produced by 

the Holy Spirit, with you shall be realized 

the declaration of the Saviour, “whoso- 

ever drinketh of the water that I shall 

give him, shall never thirst, but the water 

that I shall give him, shall be in him a 

well of water springing up into everlast- 

ing life.” 

The essay we have been review- 
ing, and the treatise on the Lord’s 
Supper to which it is appended, 
have been published by Mr. Bedell, 
with a particular reference to the 
spiritual weliare of the communi- 
cants of his own congregation. In 
consequence of this, there is a fami- | 
larity of style in the essay, which | 








ina pastoral address is not objec- 
tionable, but should be avoided in 
works of a more general design.— 
The present performance, with ma- 
uy sterling excellences, has some 
delects, which in a second edition, 
might easily be remedied, Among 
its ex. ellences, we mention its plain 
exhibition of the Cliristian spirit; its 
clear illustration of the great and ‘es- 
sential difference between the child- 
ren of the world. and the child. en of 
God; its bold avowal of these spirit- 
ual views by which the understand- 
ing of an author is least recommen- 
ded to the world, and at which the 
great majority of those whom a mi- 
nister has generally to address, are 
most apt to be offended; its happy, 
abundant and forcible introduction 
of the authority of scripture, i sup- 
port of every important position, 
Among the defects of this essay, we 
remark a want of deliberation in the 
structure of the sentences and of cor- 
rection in the revisal of the whole, 
discernible occasionally in the use 
of words of similar sound in the 
same vicinity, and in the use of 
too many little words in the same 
clause, occasioning awkwardness, 
and weakening the strength. The 
author weuld much improve his es- 
say by writing the whole of its first 
page over again, and modeling it al- 
together anew. The sentences on 
this page, are lame, involved and 
cramped. They seem to have been 
composed in a moment of mental 
duliness, before the thoughts had 
warmed with the subject to be dis- 
cussed. ‘Tey present scarcely the 
least idea of the author’s real style; 
and standing at the threshhold of 
the werk, are calculated to give the 
reader but a very incorrect antici- 
pauon of what he is afterwards to 
meet with. With these remarks, 


| we heartily recommend the essay of 


Mr. Bedell, together with Bicker- 
steth’s treatise on the Lord’s Supper, 
with which it is associated, to the pe- 
rasal of every communicant. 
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Education in New-York.—The Gov- | 
ernor of New-York, in iis Message to | 
the Legislature, mentions that the num- 
ber of children taught in the common 
schools of that State during the last year, 
exceeds 4UU,v0U, and is probably more 
than one fourth of its whole population. 
‘ew thousand three hundred and eighty- 
three have been mstructed in the free 
and clarity schools in the city of New- | 
York, a number by no means proportion | 
ed to the wants of its population, The 
students in the incorporated acade- 
mies amount to about 2683, and in the | 
colleges to 755. ‘The fund for the com- 
mon schools may be stated at upwards 
of 1,759,000 dollars and its annual in- 
come at 94,V00 dollars, to whicl: may be 
added the interest on the future sales of 
lands, and on the disposal f escheated 
property, the proceeds of which latter 
item may be added to the capital. 

Although this fuad may appear large, 
the governor recommends that it be 
augmented, “The. tate 1s capable of 
supporting fourteen millions of mhabi- 
tants. Vhis appropriation will therefore 
soon be found far behind the progress 
of population and the requisitions for in- 
siruction.”—But while primary schools 
cannot be too numerous, he thinks that 
colleges ought to be few in number, 
aad well endowed. 








ject of much attention, Professor J. Gris- 
co , has write an interesting article 
vn the subject, from which we make the 
fullowing extracts: — 
The mineral riches of the United 
States are yet but very imperfectly de- 
veloped; yet it is gratifying to know 
that the coal formation within in these 
limits is more abundant than that of any 
other country at present known. The 
formation most important to the imme- 
diate prosperity of the more populous 
sectiuns of the Union, is the region of 
Anhracite coal, occupying an extensive 
vailey, through a considerable portion of 
which flows the river Susquehannah and 


‘its tributary stream the Lackawannock, 
| This variety of coal is here found in 
great abundance, and of a finer quality, 


| Delaware. 


itus believed, than in any part of the 
world vet explored, ‘The length of this 


remarkable coal field may be taken at 


more han 100 miles, commencing at 
a point near Harrisburg on the Susque- 
hannah, and running northeasterly al- 
‘most ina straight line to the head of the 
waters of the Lackawannock, not far 
from the borders of Broome county, in 
the state of New York, and comprehend- 
ing in its range the high-lards at ‘he 
head of the rivers Schu) ikill, Lehigh, and 
Lackawaxen, which empty into the 
Its breadth may be safely 


taken it is presumed, at an average of 


Ipine Phenomenon.—On the 14th of | 


November there was seen at Munich, 
between noon and one o'clock, a very 
curious phenomenon. ‘The Alps, cover- 


were completely enlightened. The val- 
leys and the projections appeared to be 
distinguishable, but the summits appear- 
ed as if on fire. Leong rats of flame ap 
peared to rise above them, and to disap- 
pear in the air. Professor Gruithugsen 
thought that he perceived through his 
iclescope, that these appearances were 
© ing to an impetuous wind, which 
raised the snow of the Alps to a height 
of 8009 feet.—Perhaps others, in re- 
flecting oa the f cts, will find other caus-— 
cs for them, | 


Lehigh Coal.—The Pennsylvania Coal. | 
which has obtained the general name of | 


three miles, making a surface of .3U0 


/square miles or nearly 1000 millions of 


square yards. 


The thickness of the 


contiguous beds in several places where 

ed with snow, appeared to approach | the Coal has been wrought exceeds thir- 

nearer to Munich, and presented an im- | ty feet, or ten yards; and it is well known 
. . ia . *. _ . 

posing curtain, many parts of which | fiom examination of a section of the 





Lehigh Coal, has of lac become a sub- | | 


_whole formation, in places where, by 


adsruption of the waters, the various 
beds are exposed, that the thickness of 
the several workable strata exceeds 45 
feet, or 15 yards; but assuming ten yards 
us the medium thickness, the whole 
number of cubic yards within the dis- 
trict above specified would be ten thou; 
sand millions, 

It is easily proved by calculation that 
a cubick vard of this Coal weighs rather 
more than 2200 gross weight; for unae 
\idable waste, there will be as mang 
ons as cubick yards, namely ten thous- 
and millions within the ascertained re- 
‘ion, Supposing the strata to be centin- 
uous throughout. This, however, is 











1839. 


not to be imagined, as the region is in || 


several places broken by ridges of high 
land, in which it is not known that Coal 
exisis; but supposing from this estimate, 
we make the enormous deduction of one 
half, there will then remain 5000 mil- 
hons of tons, a quantity sufficient to sup- 
ply all the wants of the eastern and mid- 
cle sections of the United States for a 
period which may be considered as infi- 
nite, and also to serve the purposes if 
neediul of an. extensive exportation, 
(should the projected intercuurse be- 
tween the waters of the Hudson, Deta- 
ware and Susquehannah be carried into 
complete effect, ) and the coal be brought 
to the Atlantic markets at the prices 
contemplated, it seems not improbable 
that the current of European intercourse 
in the article of fuel will be reversed, 
and that instead of importing coal from 
England, American coal will be export- 
ed w France, Holland, or more parucu- 
larly to the countries of the Bultic. 
With respect to the qualities and uses 
of the coal a great deat might be said; 
but as it is now used to a considerable 
exteat in our three largest cities, much 
detail will not be necessary. Its supe- 
rivr cleanliness will not fail to give it one 
recommendation toall good house-wives, 
and the greater heat which it affords to 
those who estimate the comforts of a 
well warmed habitation in the coldest 
weather, The great objections to it, as 
a domestic fuel, are the comparative dif- 
ficulties of ignition, and its burning 
without much flame. The former of 
these, as experience has amply shown, 
is well overcome by the use of charcoal, 
or billets of dry wood, for the purpose 
of kindling, and the intense glow which 
agrate of it affords, is a pretty good 
-ompensation for the blaze of bitumt- 
coal or hickory wood, Its dura- 
bility, during combustion, saves two 
thirds of the trouble of attendance on 
fires; and in nurseries, and other places, 
in which a fire throughout the night is 
needful, nothing can be compared with 
it for safety and facility of management. 
So sensible are the inhabitants of the 
districts within reach of the mines, of 
these advantages, that they prefer to 
use it although their wood costs them 
nothing. At Wilkesbarre it is the prin- 
cipal fuel, being used in both parlours 


and kitchens; and the fires, in many in- |! 


stances, are not allowed to expire 
through the winter; for, by the addition 
of fresh coal on going to bed, the fire 
is found in full activity in the morning. 
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Protestant Episcopal Clerry in the 
United Stacee — The following numbers 
are taken chi¢fly from swords Pocket 
Almanack, Ghrstian’s Calender, and Le- 
clesias ical Kegister for 1825, a valuable 
little work published at New-York, which 
should be in every farmly of our Com- 
munion. Maine, 2; New Hampshire, 3; 
Massachusetts, 25; Vermont, 9; Khode 
Island, 6; Connecticut, 48; \ew York, /9; 
New Jersey; 17; Pennsylvania, 45; Dela- 
ware, 4; Marviaid, 47; Virginia, 36; 
North Carolina, ¥; South Carvlina, o4; 
Georgia, 4; Ohio, 6; Kentucky, 0; Louise 
iana, 1; Mississippi, 2; Tennessee, 1; In- 
diana, 1; Micuigan, 1; Missoum, 4, 
Whole number, 40. 


A new periodical work under the name 
of the London New theological Keview, 
has lately been announced in the Ekn- 
glish Prints. ‘The first number was to 
appear in December. From the pros- 
pectus, we should suppose it would be 
very useful to the Episcopal Clergy of 
the United states. 

There are to be three principal divi- 


sions or departments in the work, «m- 


under each 


bracing the kindred subject® included 
They are as follows:— 

1. 1 Critical Review, contaimmng an 
analysis, or brief notice of every theologi- 
cal or ecclesiastical publication, whieh 


_ shall issue from the press. 


2. .1 Retrospective Review, or an ab- 
stract from rare and eminent works of 
former ages. 

3. Ecclesiastical Record. Under this 
head are included—eight subordinate 
divisions. 

1. Debates in Parliament relative to 
the Church, 

2. Proceedings in Courts of Law, both 
spiritual and civil, in which the clergy 
are concerned. 

3. State of the several Dioceses, of 
England and Ireland 

4. Proceedings of the Universities. 


' §. State of the Episcopal Church in 


Scotland and the Colonies. 
6. Account of Forcign Churches. 
7. Report of Public institutions, 
8. Clerical Obituary. 
' Each number is to consist of at least 
thirteen sheets, the price of which is five 
shillings. 


Biblical Repertery.—The first number 
of a quarterly work, by Professor Hodge 
of Princeton, N. J. has been received un- 
der the above title “It is designed to 
| be a collection ef Tracts in Biblica! 
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Literature. The First Number, consist- 
ing of about 150 pages, contains two 
articles. 1. A Translation of Beck’s 
Monegramata Hermencutices Librorum 
Novi Foederis, or Outlines of Hermeneu- 
tics. This is the first part of his work, 
and comprises what is general, or what 
relates to all the books of the New 
Testament, It presents an ovtlint of an 
important class of subjects, intended to 
be treated in the Repertory. 2. A) 
translation of Tittman on Historical In-| 
terpretation, as it is here denominated | 
from its subject, although in fact it is the | 
Preface to the author’s commentary on | 
John’s Gospel. The Historical method | 
of Interpretation, to which he objects, is | 
often termed the method of accommoda 
tion, or as we have heard it called Sem- | 
lerism Of this method, Beck, in the) 
previous article says ‘The Socinians and | 
Grotius are its advocates.’ ”’ 

The translation of Storr’s Biblical | 
Theology by the Rev. 8 S, Schmucker, 
is we understand nearly completed, and | 
will be published, in two volumes, in the | 
course of a few months. 

Winer’s Grammar of the New Testa- | 
ment, is in a course of translation at An-| 
dover, and will appear in a few days. | 
This work, which treats of the peculiari- | 
ties of the Greek of the New Testament, | 








will be a valuable acquisition to the 
student in Biblical learning. 

Proposals have becn issued in Boston 
for publishing a collection of American 
Poetry, under the title of Anthologia 
\mericana, or selections from the works 
of American Poets, in three or four 
volumes, 8vo. 

In press, and will be speedily publish- 
ed, by John P. Haven, N. Y. Letters 
and Papers of the late Rev. Thos. Scott, 
(author of the commentary) never before 
ome with occasional observations, 
by John Scott, A. M. 

Lincoln and Edwards, Boston, have 
just published a beautiful edition of the 
Conversations on Natural Philosophy, 
for the use of schools, edited by Rev. J. 
Blake. 

Messrs. Wells and Lilly, Boston, have 
just published an elegant edition of 


|| Southey’s Book of the Church, in 2 


vols. 8vo. price $4 50. “The work em- 
braces the history of Christianity, from 
its first introduction in Great Britain to 
the revolution of 1688; and is written 
with philosophical discrimination, ex- 
, hibiting the influence of important events 
and distinguished characters upon the 
progress of the Church in that country, 
and ina style combining strength and 








all the charms of vivid description.” 


Foreign Kntelligenee. 


Frem the London Missionary Register. 
CALCUTTA, 

First Episcopal Charge—The 
Bishop of Calcutta held his Firs: 
Visitation, on Ascension Day, the 
27th of May, at the Cathedral. On| 
this occasion, his lordship delivered | 
his primary charge, some extracts | 
of which we are enabled to lay be-. 
fore our readers, from a Calcutta | 
paper; and hope hereafter, on the. 
publication of the charge itself, to} 
communicate more of its contents. | 

Arduous but Honourable Duties | 
of an Indian Chapiain.—After | 
speaking of the backwardness of 
many of the English clergy to enter | 
on service in India, his lordship | 
drew a striking picture of the trials | 


Those, indeed, would much mis- 
take, who should anticipate, in the 
ortunes of an Indian chaplain, a 

j le of indolence, of opulence, of 
luxury. An Indian chaplain must 
come prepared for hard labour, ina 
climate where labour is often death. 
He must come prepared for rigid 
self-denial, in situations, where all 
around him incites to sensual indul- 
gence. .He must be content with 
an income, liberal indeed in itself, 
but altogether disproportioned to 
the charities, the hospitalities, the 
unavoidable expenses, o which his 
situation renders him liable. He 
must be content to bear his life ia 
his hand; and to leave, very often, 
those dearer than life itself, to His 





and labours of a devoted chaplain: | 


care alone, who feeds the ravens 
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and who never, or most rarely, suf- 
fers the seed of the righteous to beg 
their bread. 

Nor are the qualifications which 
he will need, nor the duues which 
will be imposed upon him, less ar- 
duous than the perils of his situa- 
tion. He must be no uncourtly re- 
cluse, or he will lose all influence 
over the higher classes of his con- 
gregation: he must be no man ot 
pleasure, or he will endanger their 
souls and his own. Ile must be a 
scholar, and a man of cultivated 
mind; and, at the same time, con- 
descend to simple men, for here, as 
elsewhere, the bulk of his congrega- 
tion must be ignorant and poor: 
nor, in his intercourse with the hum- 
bler class of his hearers, has he al- 
ways the same cheering circum- 
stances, which make the house o! 
the English Parochial-Minister the 
school and temple of religion, and 
his morning and evening walks a 
daily source of blessing and of bles- 
sedness His servants will be of a 
different creed from his own. His 
intercourse will not be with the hap- 
py, harmless peasant: his feet will 
not be found at the wicker-gate of 
the well-known cottage, beneath 
the venerable tree in the grey 
church-porch, and by the side of 
the hop-ground or the corn field: 
but he must kneel by the bed of in- 
fection or despair, in the barrack, 
the prison, or the hospital. 

But, to the well-tempered and 
well-educated, the diligemt and pious 
clergyman—who can endear him- 
self to the poor without vulgarity, 
and to the rich without involving 
himself if their vices; who can re 
prove sin without harshness, and 
coinfort penitence without undue in- 
dulgence—who delights in his Mas. 
ter’s work, even when divested of 
many of those outward circumstan- 
ces, which, in our own country, con- 
tribute to render that work intcrest- 
ing—who feels a pleasure in bring- 
ng men to God, proportioned to 
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the extent of their previous wander- 
ings—to such a man as Martyn was 
—I can promise no common use- 
fulness and enjovment, in the situa- 
tion of an Indian chaplain. I can 
promise him, in any station to which 
he may be assigned, an educated 
society, and an almost unbounded 
range of usefulness. I can promise 
him the favour of bis superiors, the 
friendship of his equals, and afiec- 
tions strong as death from those 
whose wanderings he corrects, whose 
distresses he consoles, and by whose 
sick and dying bed he stands as a 
ministering angel. Are further in- 
ducements needful? Ll can promise 
to such a man the esteem, the re- 
yard, the veneration of the surroun- 
ding Gentiles—the consolation, at 
least, of having removed from their 
minds, by his blameless hile and win- 
bing manners, some of the most in- 
veterate and imjurious prejudices 
which opposed themselves to the 
gospel; and the honour, it may be, 
of which examples are not wanting 
among you, of planting the cross 
of Christ in the wilderness of a hea- 
then heart, and extending the fron- 
iers of the visible church amid the 
hills of darkness and the strony- 
holds of error and idolatry. 

Appeal against the Misrepresen- 
tations of the Abbe Dubois.—The 
church missionaries attending the 
visitation were addressed by the bi- 
shop. In speaking of the extent 
and importance of their labours, his 
lordship was led to the considera- 
tion of the great questiun of the con- 
version of the heathen, and to some 
remarks on the late work of the 
Abbe Dubois. The unchristian 
spirit in which that work is written 
was justly reproved; and the asser- 
tions of the author on the impracti- 
cability of converting the Hindoos 
were confuted by an appeal to facts. 
Having adduced the testimony aris- 
ing from the converts under the 
Church Missionary society at Agra, 
Benares, Meerut, and Chunar, his 
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lordship thus appealed to those of 
other societies, whether connected 
or not with the churchi-= 

Bear witness, those numerous be- 
lievers of our own immediate neigh- 
bourhood; with whom, though we 
differ on many and doubtless on ve- 
ry important points, I should hate 
mys: Ifif 1 could regard them as any 
other than my brethren and fellow 
ser. ants in the Lord. Let the pop- 
ulous Christian districts of Malabar 
bear witness, where believers are 
not reckoned by solitary individuals, 
but by bundreds and by thousands. 
Bear witness Ceylon, where the- 
cross has lost its reproach; and the | 
chiets of tne land are gradually as- 
suming, withoul scruple, the ature, | 
the language, and the religion of | 
Englishmen. And let him finally 
bear withess, whom we have now 
received imto the numb <r of the 
commissioned servants of the church; 
and whom we trust at no distant | 
day, to send forth in the fulness of | 
Christian authority to make known | 
the way of truth to those his cour, 
trymen from whose errors he has, 
himself been graciously delivered. 

This allusion was to a native of 
India, admitted on this solemn oc- 
casion into deacon’s orders. 

li, concluding this part of his 
charge, his lordship observed: — 

Even from the taunts of an enemy 
a wise man will increase his wis- 
dom: and if we learn from the vol- 
ume which I have quoted, greater 
moderation in our language, and a 
greater circumspection in our de- 
portment; a more strict adherence 
to the union and discipline of the 
church, and a more careful absti- 
nence from every thing like exag- 
geration in those accounts of our 
progress in the work which are sent 
to our friends in Europe; it is appar- 
ent that some essential hindrances 
woyld be greatly lessened, which 
now impede the progress of the 
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truth; and a more abundant blessing 
may be expected on our toils, from 


i 


YEE. 


Him, who is the God of peace and 
order. 


From English Papers. 
FROM IRELAND. 

Many of ou: readers have doubt- 
less seen the extraordinary accounts 
which have been transmitted from 
this ill-fated country, of the dis- 
graceful conduct of certain popish 
zealots, on occasion of the Anuniver- 
sary mectings of several reliious 
and benevolent Institutions. With 
an effrontery truly disg:rsting, priests 
and barristers, backed in some in- 
stances by a Catholic mob, heve 
vislently obtruded themselves into 
assemblies, convened expressly for 
the purpose of transacting the busi- 
ness of particular societies, and by 
vehement addresses, and other me- 
thods equally calculated to influ- 
ence the minds of the Irish people, 
have prevented the actual members 
of these societies from performing 
any part of the duty which conven- 
ed them together. The Church 
Missionary Society, the Hibernian 
Society, and the County of Galway 
Auxihary Bible Society, have all 
had their share of opposition. We 
have heard of no less than Ave sich 
interruptions; and so threatening and 
premediated was the attack at 
Loughrea, in the County of Gal- 
way, (the Archbishop of Tuam in 
the Chair,) that the rufiians entered 
the meeting armed with bludgeons, 
and were not dispersed without the 
aid of the military. The priests are 
now thoroughly alarmed, and who 
can wonder that they are? Their 
cause, upon which the infallible in- 
terdiet of the Lternal has been pro- 
nounced, is every day sinking be- 
neath them. They see this, and 
their wrath is kindled: but let them 
beware of muluplying the number 
of social securities, which, more 
than once, Protestants have been 
compelled to solicit at the hands of 
goverhment, on account of their 
turbulent spirit. We wish them a 
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ful! enjoyment of as much liberty 
as they know rightly hew to use; 
but we shall never subscribe to the 
doctrine, that the voluntary Societies 
of our country are to be quashed by 
the lawless encro .chmecits of an in- 
furiated bigotrv. We hope that 
Catoolics in future will know their 
own interests, and that we shall hear 
of co more such ill-advised and dis 
Cieditable meas res, 


POPERY ALWAYS THE SAME, 


We make afew extracts from the fol- 
lowing barefaced piece of Popery, in 
Dubiin, for the purpose of showing what 
Roman Catholics are in the nineteeth 
century. 


“ePLRGATORIAN SOCIETY, | 


“Have pity on me, have pity on me, 

“At least you my friends. 

*“Instituted March 29, 1806, and held at 
the Fvening Free School, 43, Meath 
Street. 

“In the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Ghost.—Amen. 
“6/2 ae therefore a holy and 

wholesome thought to Pray for the 

Dead. that they may be loosed from 

their sins.’—Maccabees, chap. xii. 

ver. 46. 

“The Members who compose 
the Society of the Office for the 
Dead, which commenced on the a- 
bove day, at the said place, ado: ting 
the spirit and meaning of the above 
sacred text, and wishing in conform- 
ity to the Divine precepts of the Ho- 
ty Carnotic CHurcn to extend 
their charitable views beyond the 
grave, by relieving, as far as in 
them lies, the suffvring souls in 
furgatory, and inviting all tender 
hearted Catholics who have a feel. 
ing sensibility of the duty they owe 
their departed parents, relations, 
and friends, who probably may 
stand more in need of their commis- 
eration at firesent, than at any fe- 
riod of their lifetime, to ussist in 
the charitable and friious purposes 
of shortening the duration of their 
sufferings by the most eaey means 
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imaginable, have agreed to, and 
adopted the following Roles, viz. 

“Rule 1. That the affairs of this 
Institution shall be regulated by the 
Superior, Rectors, and six of the 
Members who compose the office 
for the Dead, who shall attend eve- 
rv Sunday and Wednesday night, at 
nine o’clock throughout the year, at 
the above named place, or anv oth- 
er place which may be hereafter 
anpointed, and there with attention 
and devotion recite the Office for 
the Dead, agreeable to the intention 
that shall be then mentioned, 

“Rule u. That every weill-dispos- 
ed Cathohe wishing fo conribute 
to ‘he RELIEF Of the suffering souls 
in purgatory, shall fiay one frenny 
her week, which shall be appropri- 
ated to the procuring of masses to 
be offered up for the repose of the 
souls of t e deceased parents, rela- 
tions, and friends of all the subscri- 
bers to the Institution in particular, 
and the faithful departed in general. 

“Rule vir. That every member 
ot the Office for the Dead who 
serves the Society in the capacity 
of Superior, shall at the time of his 
death be entitled to the benefit of 
three masses, to be offered for the 
repose of his soul, and also every 
member who serves the office of 
Rector, shall be entitled to the ben- 
efit of two masses, and every sub- 
scriber without distinction, shall be 
entitled to the benefit of one mags 
each, provided that such member or 
subscriber shall die a natural death, 
be six months a subscriber to the 
Institution, and be clear of all dues 
ai the time of their denarture; that 
care shall be taken by the surviving 
Superior and Rectors that such, 
soul’s masses are punctually per- 
formed, agreeable to the intent and 
meaning of this institution. 

“Rule vin. That the Superior, 
R:ctors, and Council be empowered 
to make (as occasion may require,) 
such bye laws as they shall think ex- 
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terfere with the spirit of these pre- 
sent rules; said bye laws are to be 
laid before the body at large for 
their approbation; and that four shall 
form a quorum in the Council. 

“Rule ix. That the Superior 
shall on every All-Souls-Day, ad- 
vance to the parish priest of Meath- 
street Chapel whatever sum is ne- 
cessary for vbtaining an insertion 
in the Mortality List of the Altar, 
the names of the parents, relations, 
and friends of all the subscribers to 
this Institution, to be recommended 
to the prayers of the congregation, 
at every muss throughout the year. 

“N. B. Subscriptions received 
every Sunday night as usual, and 
new subscribers registered.” 


— 
DR. LEANDER VAN ESS, 


This eminent servant of the most 
High proceeds in the sacred work 
of distributing the Seriptures with 
his wonted ardour. He mentions 
with delight, applications which he 
has received for the sacred volume, 
from a number of Roman Catholic 
students in various universities of 
Germany, from youths in Latin se- 
minaries, and from mechanics. The 
military likewise have shared in his 
attentions. During the past year 
he has distributed 50,000 Bibles 
and Testaments, and since the com- 
mencement of his indefatigable la- 


bour upwards of HALF A MILLION, 
r) 





BERLIN. 


By a letter from Professor The- 
luck, it appears, that at Berditchef 
the Jewish people seem on the very 
eve of renouncing their unbelief.— 
“The young people,”’ says he, “are 
in a great state of agitation; and if 
a missionary were sent to them, 
they would in crowds decide for 
Christianity.” Two or three very 
decisive instances of conversion seem 
already to have taken place. 
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Extracts from a letter of the Rev. Mr. 
Frisk, at Jerusalem, to the Secretary of 
the .imerican board of Foreign Mis- 
atons. 

Last year we usually spent the 
Sabbath in reading the Scriptures, 
and conversing promiscuously with 
such as came to us. This vear we 
fixed an hour on the Sabbath for 
public worship in my room, at which 
time I used to preach in Italian. 
At first Papas Issa was the only per- 
son who joined us. After a few 
Sabbaths, several others usually at- 
tended. My feelings were much 
interested in this beginning of regu- 
lar Protestant worship in the Holy 
City. We will not despise the day 
of small things, but hope ere long 
to see greater things than these. I 
was about commencing an afternoon 
service in Greek, when an attack of 
fever obliged me to suspend all my 
labors. 


Circulation of the Scriptures. 

Being turnisied by the Malta Bi- 
ble Society with a large supply of 
the Scriptures in various languages, 
I set apart one of our rooms asa 
“Bible Society Room,” and endeav- 
ored to consecrate it to the Head of 
the Church, praying that the word 
ofthe Lord may go forth from Jeru- 
salem, and be attended by a bles- 
sing. For about two months I sold 
only to such persons as came to my 
lodgings to purchase. During this 
period I think I sold about 200 cop- 
ies. I then sent out my Dragoman 
to offer the Scriptures for sale at 
the convents and in the market.— 
The Armenian pilgrims had now 
become numerous, and among them 
our books found a rapid sale. We 
were much encouraged by this suc- 
cess, and by a letter from brother 
King, informing us of his success in 
selling the word of God in Arima- 
thea;—but in the midst of this en- 
couragement a formidable and threa- 
tening Opposition was raised against 
us. 
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Arrest and temporary Imprisonment of 
eMesers. Fisk and Bird, : 


* 
Tuesday, Feb. 10th, a little after 


noon, as I was reading Arabic with 
Jar Allah and Cesar, Moosa Beg, 
the head of the police, came into 
my reom, accompanied by eight or 
ten Turks, most of them armed 
soldiers. They were all strangers 
to us, and we had at first no suspi- 
cion of their object in visiting us; as 


. 2 bl . } 
soldiers and other Turks had often 


before cailed to visit us. We re- 
ceived them civilly, and treated 
them with pipes and coffee. They 
pretended to be in search of the 
Dragoman of the Latin convent; and 
Moosa Beg went out, and, as I af- 
terwards learned, held a consulta- 
tion with the Latin priests. Mean- 
time I went from the room where I 
was studying to another, and a sol- 
dier followed me. When I return- 
ed, he returned. I went out a se- 
cond time, and he kept close be- 
hind me. This excited strong sus- 
picions that they had come, not for 
the Latin Dragoman, but for us.— 
Dragoman Joseph came in, and we 
tuld him to ask them what they wan- 
ted. Their answer was “Nothing.” 
Moosa Beg returned, and we were 
abruptly called to go. We asked, 
where?—and were told, to the Gov- 
ernor’s. We asked, why? and were 
told, that he wished to see some of 
our books. No time was given for 
remonustrance. We were hurried 
out of our rooms; the keys were ta- 
ken from us, and the doors sealed 
up. We were conducted, however, 
not to the Governur, but to the 
Moollah or Judge. As soon as we 
appeared in his presence, he deman- 
ded, “Who are you?” We replied, 
“English;” using the term, as it is 
used and understood here, to mean, 
under English protection. The 
next question was, “Why do you 
wear the white turban?” We re- 
phed, “It is customary for English- 
inen to wear it, when they travel in 
Turkey.” He shook his hand very 
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significantly, and said, “Na, no, no; 
this cannot be done without a fir- 
man.” 1 then showed him my fir- 
man from the Sultan. On secing 
this, he invited us to a seat on the 
sofa, where he was siting. After 
reading the firman, he said, “But 
this is merely for travelling, and 
gives you no permission to sell 
books.” ‘Then holding, up a copy 
of Genesis, which one of the soldiers 
had brought from our rooms, he 
said, “These books are neither 
Mussulman, nor Jewish, nor Chris- 
tian, and nobody will receive or read 
them;”—and threw the book con- 
temptuously on the floor. We re- 
pled, “The books that we distri- 
bute are the Law, the Psalms, the 
Pruphets, and the Gospel; such as 
Christians have always received as 
their Holy Books.” His reply de- 
serves to be remembered, “ Zhe La- 
tins say, these are not Christian 
books.” Nery lide else was said, 
and we were sent away to the Muot- 
selim, with information that we 
should be kept in confinement, until 
the matter could be referred to the 
Pasha at Damascus, and an answer 
received. ; 

The Governor received usa little 
more civilly than the Judge. He 
read the firman, and inquired about 
the books. We gave him the same 
account of the matter, that we had 
given to the Judge, and he replied, 
“Zhe Latins say, that these are 
neither Mussulman, Jewish, nor 
Christian dooks.” In the mean 
time Muosa Beg sent a crier into 
the market, and to the doors of the 
convents, prohibiting all persons from 
purchasing books of us, and order- 
ing all who had any of our books to 
deliver them up to the Judge. The 
Governor said, on reading our fir- 
man that he could not imprison En- 
glishmen, who had such a firman 
from the Sultan, and gave orders 
that we should be lodged in the La- 
tin convent, ull the matter was set- 
ued. We were accerdingly con- 
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ducted up the via dolorosa, till w: 
came near the convent, when we 
met the Latin Dragoman, and he 
told the Turks, our conductors, that 
we could not be received there. 
We were consequently kept in wart- 
ing. while wu messenger was sent t» 
the Governor for further orders:— 
He returned, and we were told that 
we were to go to our Own rooms to 
lodge. On entering our room, how- 
ever, the Turks began to take an in- 
ventory of our trunks, books, and 
other things. They rudely exam- 
ined our letters, and private papers. 
and took brother Bird out of his 
room by force, while they opened 
his trunk, containing his papers and 
money. From my secretary they 
took several letters and papers im 
English and Arabic, which they car- 
ried off. At last we were told that 
we must return to the Governor’s 
house to sleep. Soon after our ar- 
rival there, we were cond:cted to a 
lower room, which serves as bar- 
racks for soldiers. There we spent 
the evening with twenty or thirty 
soldiers about us, who were smok 
ing and playing at chess, and ex 
pected to sleep on the ground 
among them. In the course of the 
evening, however, the Governor 
sent lor Joseph, and, after making a 
variety of inquiries, told him that 
we should go next day to the princi- 
pal Greek convent, and lodge there 
ull the affair was settled. About 10 
o’clock we were sent for. On our 
entering the Governor’s room, he 
saluted us with uncommon civility, 
invited us to a seat near him, and 
ordered coffee for us. He then put 
the question again, **What books 
are these that you distribute?” I an- 
swered, as before, “The Law, the 
Psalms, the Prophets and the Gos- 
pel.” “But why do you bring so 
many of them into this country.”— 
“Because Christians here have no 
printing presses, and when the 
want the Scriptures, they are obliv 
ed td write them out with great ja- 








sour; whereas we are able easily to 
stoply them with priated copies.” 
“But why do vou bring books in 
Arabic?” “Because many Chris- 
ians can read no other language.” 
Then turning to one of his attendants 
he observed, “that is what I said.” 
Ihen came the difficult question — 
‘Why do you give them to Mussul- 
mans?” We replied, “It is not our 
wish to do anv thing in secret, nor 
to distribure books in this country, 
which we are not willing that you 
should all read, nor do we consider 
it unlawful for Mussulmans to read 
Christian books. If Mussulmans 
wish to read our books, and learn 
what we believe, we are always rea- 
dy to give them an opportunity.”— 
{fe said that was all very well, beg- 
ved us not to be offended, told us he 
aad no knowledge of the affair when 
we were arrested, but the whole was 
done by the Judge; and added, 
“You will lodge here with my neph- 
ew to-night, and to-morrow return 
to your rooms. His nephew, Ho- 
scvin Beg, conducted us to his room, 
insisted on my taking his own seat 
ii: the corner of the sofa, which is 
the place of honour, ordered sher- 
bet, pipes, coffee, and a supper, 
and said, as many as twenty or thir- 
ty times, “Excuse us.” “Be not 
offended with us.” 

After supper we entered into a 
tree conversation about the Arabic 
language, and then about the Bible 
and the Koran, and Christ, and Mo- 
jammed. I was struck with the re- 
mark, as coming from him at that 
tume and place, “This house is the 
place where our Lord Jesus was 
co.demned.” It was even so; and 
we had the unmerited honour of be- 


ing arraigned for the word of God, 


and for the testimony of Jesus, in 
the palace of tie Governor, which 
now occupies the ground where toe 
palace of Pilate stood. 
coyself “It is enough for the disciple 
‘sathe be as his Master, and the ser- 
vaut as his Lord.” Ifour Redeem- 
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er was condemned to death for our 
sores, it ts but a small matter thal 
we should suffer a short confine 
ment for his name’s sake. Koiow- 
ing, as we did, the character of the 
men in whose hands we were, it 
Was impossible that the mind should 
nut be busy, during the afternoon 
and evening, in thinking wnat migh! 
be the result of all this. We knew 
that Greeks, priests as well as oth- 
ers, and Jews, some of whom were 
Europeans, and had passports and 
firmans, had been put in prison and 
in chains, on the most frivolous pre- 
tences, until they paid large sums of 
inoney to their oppressors. It was 
at least fossid/e that we might re- 
ceive the same treatment, and have 
the same demands made upon us 
We knew that Turks are accustom 
ed to inflict ¢ rporal punishment, 
in order to extort money, or some 
confession which they wish to ob- 
tain; and the question naturally oc- 
curred, “Are we ready to glorify 
our Lord by bodily suffering?” Woat 
effect the certainty of suffering 
would have had on our minds, | 
cannot say; but the probability of it 
did not greatly agitate us. What 
we most seriously feared, was, that 
we should be either ordered to leave 
Jerusalem, or prohibited from dis- 
tributing the Holy Scriptures.— 
‘Tae events ofthe evening had a lit- 
ue brightened our prospects, though 
we felt by nomeans certain, that 
what had been promised us would be 
fulfilled. We however commended 
ourselves and our cause to the di- 
vine protection, and slept quietly. 
We had reason to expect, from 
what bad been said to us in the even- 
yng, tat we should be allowed to 
return to our rooms in the morning 
without furcher delay; but the fore- 
noon passed away without permis- 
sion to go. We read 2 Cor. 6: 1— 
10, to each other with much inte- 
vest, and endeavoured in patience 
Lo possess our souls. Some hints 
had been given to Joseph the pre- 
Vou. 6...No. 7—Rr 
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ceding evening, that a present from 
us would not come amiss; bo! ve 
iwok no notice of Un se hints. Moosa 
Beg and Hosein Beg now toki Jo- 
seph, that, as we were Engiishimen, 
tae Governor could po! take money 


from us, but that a preseot of sonte 
valuable article would be expecied 


from us for the Governor, and a 
snail sum of money, say twenty dol- 
lars, for themselves. Instead of giv- 
lng an answer to this, we told Jo- 
seph to ask whether we could dis- 
tibute the Scriptures as formerly. 
Phe answer was, “Certainly;—nobos- 
dy can say a word on the subject 
atter what has happenea.” They 
added that, as to the twenty dollars 
for themselves. it was not necessary, 
but any small sum, whatever we 
pieased to give. We next sent to 


know, what proclamation the crier 


: bad made in the streets and at the 


convents concerning our books The 


_ auswer was, that he had merely pro- 
nibued Mussulmans from receiving 


them, but had said nothing about 
Christians. We doubted the truth 
of this at the time, and learned af- 
verwards that it was totally false. 
Vie proclamation was, that whorver 
had received books from the Eng- 
lish must deliver them up to the 
Judge; and that nobody could here- 
alter receive any from them, on 
penalty of imprisonment; and that 


these were books which might not 


be read, either in the mosque, or in 
the synagogue, or the church, or 
any where else. After a little fur- 
ther delay we were conducted to our 
rooms. Mr. Bird’s room and mine 
were given up to us. The Bible 
Society’» Room they had not disco- 
vered the day before. They now 
examiued this, and sealed it up; and 
said that this, and Mr. King’s room, 
in which they found me the day be- 
fure, must remain for the present 
sealel up. After waiting a while to 
receive some present, but finding 
they were not to receive any thing, 
they went away in very ill humour. 
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They probably thought it hard that 

they must insult us, search our 

rooms, trunks and secretaries, seal 

up and open, once and again, all our | 
doors, conduct us to the Judge and | 
the Governor, and keep us twenty | 
four hours i custody, and not be | 
paid for all this trouble. It is pro- | 
bably the first time that they have | 
done all this for nothing, for the poor | 
Greeks and Jews always have to pay | 
dearly for being insulted and abused. | 


Sympathies of Friends in Jerusalem, 

Soon ahter the Purks veh us. I 
received a note from Cesar, which 
he had written to send to me at the 
Governor’s, of which the follown g 
is a translation. 

“Your absence, my very dear 
master, brings to my soul much af- 
fiction and melancholy. But, as 1, 
cannot come personally. according | 
to my desire, I pray you, from a dis 
tance, to be of good courage and fear | 
not for God is with you, and will 
soon deliver you from the wands of | 
the ene mes, 

“Much salutation to Mr. Bird. 

Your afflicted scholar, C . 

“Rewender tie soyng of the: 
Apostle, who says, ‘Ail that will live 
godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer 
persecution.’ ” 

Papas Issa called, and, with a 
countenance expressive of the deep- 
€st interest and anxiety, suid, he 
could not sleep the whole night. 
Ile knew not the cause of what had 
happened, and could think of noth- 
ing, unless a war had commenced 
between Turkey and England. In 


, 
the hight his littl boy, who comes | 
to me to recite lessons in the Scrip- 
tures, began to talk about us, and | 
asked where we could say our prays | 
ers, while we were among the Turks. | 
His Father told him he must prey 

for us; and he immediately arose, 
and began to repeat a prayer, which 
he had learned. | 
_ Cesar called and took our hands 
m a most tender and sympatheti: 











manner. “You suffer for the love | 


of Christ,”’ said he. Then telling us 
how much sympathy was felt 1 the 
convent, he said, it was more lke 
what was felt at the death of Proco- 
nius, than any thing else he had wit- 
nessed. “For we all know,” said 
he, “that you are spending your 
lives for our good ” 
I. the carpenter, called and said 
a great deal about what he, and hus 
wife, and cluldren, had suffered on 
our account. He said they were 
raying to Jesus for us all night, 
sod could not sleep at all. 
The Greek Metropolitans sent 
chew congratulations on our release, 
nd as 1 token of their reward, they 
sent four loaves of the finest bread; 
and two bottles of wine and aqua 
vita. Under existing circumstances, 
ese professions of friendship had 
. very tender effect on our feelings. 
This affair gave us new informa- 
‘ion about Turks, Turkish govern- 
ment, and Puorkish justice. I trust, 
tro, that & gave us new proofs of 
our attachment to Christ and his 
cause, and of our willingness to 
leave ourselves, ad our plans, and 
ill that concerns us, in his hands. 
We feel that we deserve and need 
disappointments and trials. and hope 
'o profit by them. All that we have 
as yet suffered, however, is nothing 
compared with what the first Chris- 
tians suffered, nor indeed js it any 
thing compared with what the Chris- 
tian and Jewish subjects of the 
Sultan daily suffer at the hands of 
their tyra: ts. 
General Result of these Difficuliies. 
i the view of the Christians and 
Jews, it was no small matter, that 
we were able to refuse money to 
Turks, who had us in their hanc's. 
I think the Turks of Jerusalem wiil 
be less likely to molest us now, than 
before this happened. The Latins 
will probably continue to excite the 
Turks against us by all the means in 
their power. May God cause their 
wrath to praise him, and resirain the 
remainder of it. It is worthy of re- 





FLERE AA 


ee 


Ne ORR 


A Ne er 


ee 





Pare 


Ss ad 


1885. PRACTICABILITY OF THE MISSIONARY ENTERPRISE. 323 


mark, that, during the whole process 
the Lurks made no objection to 
the distribution of Chrisuan books 


among Chrisuans. The whole com. | 


pluint was founded on the testumons 
of the Papists, that our books were 
not Christian books, but false bow ks. 
When the Jucge and the Gov e:aor 
told us this, we demanded that they 
should send to the Latin convent, 
and bring an Arabic Bibletocompace 
wiih ours, but tus they both relus d 
todo. They hoped, no doubt, that 
money would have heen given tuem, 
We are much indebted to Mr. Ab 
boit for his prompt and efficient in- 


terference in this case, as well as) 
for a thousand civillties in other ine) 


slances. 
—_—_ 


PRACTICABILITY OF THE MIS- 
SIONARY ENTERPRISE, 
Extract from the Journal of Rev. Messrs. 

Richards and Stewart, Missionaries at 

the Sandwich Islands. 

W here is te civilized heart, that 
will re'use it's warm approbation and 
zealous support to the attempts that 
are making for the benelit of those, 
who appeir so anxious to receive it? 
W io, aller once witnessing scenes 
which have become fatiliar to us, 
will say, the heathen cannot be en- 
lightened? Whos will assert, that 
Instruction to these is thrown away, 
when morning, noun, and night, they 
may be found in groups of from 10 
to 30 persons, spelling, and reading, 
and writing; and whether in their 


houses, or in the grove, whether | 
strolling on the beach, or, T might) 


almost add, sporting in the surf, 
making their books and slates their 
inseparable companions. 


other, now, almost daily, passing 


from island to isiund, and from dis | 


trict to district; so far from judging 
them not susceptible of attainments 


If, after | 
the shortest and most imperfect tul- | 
tion, many are capable of composing | 
neat and intelligent letters to each | 


io the common branches of educa- 
/ tion, we need not fear to encourage a 
‘ beliel, tat some may yel rejoice in 
| the more abstruse researches of phi- 
‘| lusophy and science. They can be 
| civihzed—they can be made to par- 
}take, with maliions of their fellow 
‘beings, in all the advantages of let- 
ters and of the arts. 

Nor is there more doubt, that they 
| can be christianised. ‘They eagerly 
seek Our religious instructions and 
prayers; and morning and evening, 
with scriousness and solemmry, sur- 
reung the altar of tue great 1 AM. 
The approach of the Sabbath 1s anxi- 
ously waited; and so careful are they 
not to infringe its duties, or deleat 
lis ubject, by unnecessary labours, 
that they prepare their food before 
its Commencement, with more punc- 
Ulious care than many in our own 
country, who are thought to observe 
it with superstitious partiality. We 
do not say this of the nation, for alas! 
gross darkness covers the people, 
and thousands are every where pe- 
rishiny inthe depths of all ignorance 
aud sin; but of those only, who have 
received the most constant and di- 
rect iifluence of the mission, But, 
if this ean only be said of a few, and 
this, in its full extent, can be said of 
them, who will pot admit, that all 
are capable of receiving and obey- 
ing the precepts of the word of God’ 

We thank our God more warmly 
than ever, that, of his yood plea- 
sure, he excited within our bosoms, 
the desire “to forsake houses, and 
_bretbren, and sisters, and father, and 
lands for tis sake, and tor that of 
the Gospel; and that we have the 
prospect of living aud dying beveath 
the dark mountains of Mowee. If 
ignorance of the world and of our 
own hearts do not deceive us, we had 
rather hear the warm and consiant 
“aroha,” “aroha nul,’’ “aroha nut 
roa.” “maitai, maitair— Love to 
you” ——“great love to you” =—*very 
| great love to you”—yood, good,” 
|| of the crowds of these ignorant and 
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degraded beings, with the cheering 
prospect of couterring on them bles- 
sings temporal and eternal, than to 
receive the loudest huzzas of an 
A.werican or European populace, 
shouting the plaudits of a hero, or a 
monarch, 


OUTPOURING OF THE SPIRIT IN 
CEYLON. 

The following .otice, extracted 
from che “Ceylon Goezette,” woul! 
see to indicate, that the oulpouriig 
of the Holy Spirit on the missionary 
stiuons of the Board in Ceylon, 
had excited considerable attenuon 1 
that Island. 

* The statement lately published 
in your paper, coming from most 
resvectable authority, respecting 
certain religious occurrences said 
to hive taken place in the district 
of J {foa, has been much talked of, 

~The faci is shortly this. The 
Missiouarics aver, that after labour- 
ing among the natives for many 
years with litde effect, they have at 
length, within these few weeks, had 
the nappiness of seeing a consider 
able nimber of them, suddenly as 
it were, broug’it to a sense of their 
danger as sinners, and earnesily 
seeking salvation from our Lord Je- 
sus Christ.” 


fe 
CHEROKEES OF THE ARKANSAS. 


Journal of the Mission at Dwight. 
July \O, 1824—Lhe Cherokee 
woman, of whom mention was made 





in our journal of last year, as meet- 
ing with difficulty in understanding | 
the doctrines of the Gospel, is on a! 
visit with us. This woman isa full | 
Cherokee, about 55 or 60 years of 

age. Her name is 7a-nih, sound-! 
ed according te Mr. Pickering’s al- | 
phabet. She has, for a consider- | 
able time, expressed a desire to re- 
ceive Christian baptism; and an op- 
portunity was this morning embraced | 





by Mr. Washburn to converse with 
ber, to ascertain the evidence she 
gives of having been renewed. He 
tound her truly serious, and appar- 
ently deeply humble. The evidence 
of a work of saving grace exhibied 
by her, see:ns to be as clear and 
sulisfactory as it is possible for one 
in her situation to give. Brother 
David Brown returned in the even- 
ing from a visit, in company with 
his parents, to the Hot Springs. It 
is thought that this visit has been 
beneficial to his father’s health. 


A Cherokee Convert, 

12—Church-meetng. Ta-nih, 
the woman mentioned above, was 
examined relative to her fitness to 
receive Christian baptism, and be- 
come a member of the church of 
Christ. The examination was quite 
particular; and all her answers to 
questions proposed, satisfactory to 
all the members of the church Her 
appearance and conversation seem- 
ed peculiarly to manifest the graces 
of deep humility, sincere penitence, 
and humble trust in the merits of 
the Saviour. We feel that we ought 
to use great caution in deciding up- 
on the state of such as are influenced 
by the Gospel; for we are aware of 
the great difficulty of gaining un- 
equivocal evidence of genuine piety 
from apparent converts, merely by 
their words; and this is peculiarly 
the case with those, who, like this 
woman, have lived in a state of utter 
ignorance of the Gospel, and who 
speak and understand only a lan- 
guage entirely unknown to us. A 
holy life is the best of all evidence, 
and we hope this may be given witb- 
outinterruption by this woman. Sire 
was received by a unanimous vote, 
as a candidate for baptism and 
church fellowship at our next com- 
munion. 

Brother D. Brown came this even- 
ing to take up his residence with us. 
He intends shortly to offer himself, 
as a missionary, to the patronage 
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and direction of the A. B.C. F. M. 
His view is to prosecute the studs 
of theology, with an ulumate reier- 
ence to becoming a minisier of th 
Gospel. At the same time, be will 
act as interpreter, and aid us In com 
municating divine truth lo this peo- 
ple. 

13.—Agreeably to a recent regu - 
lation, the faimily, with several Che- 
rokee parents, attended the exXaml- 
mation of the -chools Both schools 
were assembied im the boys’ school 
house, and all the classes were sepa 
rately aud particularly examined aw 
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all the branches to which they have 
| attended curing the year. Their 
_ exhibitions were bighly creditable to 
| themselves, satistactory to the fami- 
ly, and exeited the pleasing admira- 


» % » ; . 
/uen of such of their parents and 


Hnewghbours as were competent to 


jjudge. In the evening brother 
Brown started to attend a council at 
he residence of the late John McEl- 

| uere, one of the principal chiets of 

the nation, Tie object of the talk 

is to pay the last tribute of respect 

| to the aged chiel, who died on the 
Ist tiust. 


Womwtestic Kntelligente. 


CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE EDU- 
CATION SOCIETY. 

The Treasurer of the Ecdueatior 
Society acknowledges the receipt ot 
$20 trom certain Lidies of Martins 
burg, Virginia. Pots donation ts 
the more to be valued, as. i) conse- 
quence of there betoy n+ Minister 
of the Episcop +} Courch in Marun,- 
burgh, there has been no influence 
but that of the simple character of 
the Society to recommend tts cause. 

Thre Treasurer acknowledges also 
the receipt of $5 from a friend in the 
state of New York, by Rev Mr. 
Hawley. 

Also, the receipt of $30 from the 
Female Episcopal Society of Peters- 
burgh, Va., to constitute the Rev. 
Andrew S;me a life member of the 
Education Society. 

Also, from the same Society, 
$100 50. In acknowledging this 
contribution, we take the liberty of 
extracting a portion of the letter 
from the Secretary, transmitting the 
money. The Ladies of this Society 
are entitled to high commendation 
as well as thanks from the friends of 
the Church, for their zealous and 
active exertions in the cause of the 
parent Institution, and for the libera! 
contributions they have made to its 


funds during the past year. 
atract, 

* By an order of the Female Epis- 
, copal Society of Petersburg, at their 
| meeting of the 11th inst., the Secre- 
tary thereof, was directed to remit 
to you the sum of $100 50, which 
bad been received trom the Subscri- 
bers. 

* It was further ordered that the 
Secretary acquaint you with the con- 
dition of the Society. The attend- 
ance of Members at the last meet- 
ing, was greater than was anticipat- 
ed, or could have been expected, 
and furnished the strongest promise 
of the ultimate success of the Insti- 
lution. * * * * ‘inat the pre- 
sent pleasing hopes of the success 
of the Society, may be realized, is 
as ardently wished for by us, as we 
most warmly enter into the interest 
and reciprocate the good wishes of 
our Parent Society.” 





CONFIRMATIONS. 

On Sunday the 13th of February, 
the Right Rev. Bishop Kemp held a 
Confirmation in St. John’s Church, 
Washington; at which time, 12 per- 








| sons were confirmed. On the after- 
noon of the same day, four persons 
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were confirmed by Bishop Kemp, 
in St. John’s Church, Georgetown. 
On Tuesday, the 15th, in Chris: 
Church, Georgetown, 8 persons ; 
and on Wednesday, the 16tn, im 
Corist Church, Washington, twen 
ty-three persolis. 


OHLO SEMINARY. 


A bill to 1acorporate the Theolo 
gieal Seminary of the Protestant E- 
piscopal Church in the Diocess o! 
Olue, has passed the Legislature of 
Ohio. We are glad to learn that 
the bill is precisely such as was de. 
sired by the friends of the Seminary. 
We have received from our corres 
pondent in Cincinnati, the following 
copV:=—— 

See. 1. Be it enacted by the General 
Assembly of the State of Ohio, Vhat the’ 
Right Reverend Philander Chase, now 
Hp. of the Protestant Episcopal Church 
in the diocess of Ohio, Roger rn 
Intrepid Marse, Ezra B. Kellogg, Sam- | 
uel Johnston, Bezaleel Wells, W William | 
K. Bond, John Johnston and Charles | 
Hiammond, the present trustees of the | 

said seminary, and their successors ap. | 
pointed in conformity with the provisions | 
of the constitution of said seminary, as, 
now established, be, and they are here- | 
by constituted a body corporate and | 
politic in fact and in name, by the name | 
of the “Theological Seminary of the. 
Protestant Episcopal Church in the Dio- 
ees of Ghio;” and by that name shall | 
have succession, and be capable in law | 
ot suing and being sued, defending and 
heing defended in all courts and places, 
and in all manner of actions, causes and | 
complaints whatsoever; and may have a | 
eommon seal, and change the same at | 
their discretion: and by that name and | 
style shall be capable in law and equity | 
of taking and holding by devise and 
othcrwise, or of purch: asing, holding and | 
enjoving to them and their successors, | ! 
ant real estate in fee simple or other. | 
wite, and any goods, chattels and per- 
sonal estate, and of selling, leasing, mort 
gaging or otherwise disposing of said 
real and personal estate, or any part. 
thereof, as they may think proper: Pro- | 





vided that the clear annual income of | 
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occupied by the said seminary for its 
accommodation, or that of its officers or 
professors shall not exceed the sum of 
twenty thousand dollars. 

See. 2. That the present trustees, of 
suid seminary and their successors in of- 
fice, under the constitution thereof, as 
now established, or as the same may be 
hereafter altered or amended, shall have 
the care and management of said seiii- 
nary and of its estate and propcrty, and 
shall have powcr from time to time, to 
sell or otherwise dispose of its estate 
and property, and to apply the avails 
thereof and all other funds of said semi- 
nary for its benefit and advantage as 
they shall deem expedient; and shall 
also have power in conformity with the 
is provisions of the constitution of said 
seminary to make bye laws and ordi- 
nances for the appointment of Profes- 
sors and other officers of said seminary, 
for regulating the duties and conduct of 
the Professors, officers and students 
therein, for conducting its business and 
concerns, and generally for the good 
government of the same. Provided the 
same be not inconsistent with the con- 
stitution and laws of the United States 
or of this state. 

Sec. 3. That this act be, and is here- 
by declared a public act, and that the 
same be construed in all courts and 
other places, benignly and favourably 
for every beneficial purpose therein in- 
tended. 

Sec. 4. That the General Assembly 
may at any time hereafter modify or re- 
peal this act; but no such modification 
or repeal shall divert the real and per- 
sonal estate of the seminary to any other 
purpose than the education of ministers 
of the gospel in the Protestant Episco- 
pal Church in the United States of Ame- 
rica, 


ORDINATIONS., 

On Sunday. she 2btn of Novem- 
b-r, 1824 in St. Helena church, 
Bo. f-rt, South-Carolina, Mr. Ed- 
wr! Neufville, of Prince William 
p so. and late of the General Tbe- 
logics i Seeneay was admitied to 
h holv order ef deacons. by the 
Right Rev. Dr. Bowen, bishop of 
tre ciocess. 

At a special erdination. held in St. 
Phitio’s church. Charleston, Seuth- 





sich real and personal estate, exclusive | 
cf any lands or tenements that may be 


Carolina, on Friday, the 10th of De- 
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cember, 1824, Mr. George W. 
Hathaway, of Cheraw, was admitted 
to the holy erder of deacons, by the 
Right Rev. Dr. Bowen, bishop of 
the diocess. 

At a special ordination, held in 
Christ church, city of New-Bruns 


wick, on Wednesday, the 15th of 


December, 1824, the Right Rev. 
Bishop Croes admitied to the holy 
order of priests, the Rev. Witham 
L. Johnson, deacon, rector-elect ol 
St. Michael’s church, in the city of 
Trenton. 

Ata special ordination, held by 
the Right Rev. Bishop Bowen, ai 
Charleston, South Carolina, on 
Thursday, the 6th January, 1825. 
Mr. Paul I. Keith, late of the Gen- 
eral Vheological Seminary, was ad- 
mitted to the holy order of deacons 

On the 9th January, the right 
Rev. Bishop Bowen, acting in behalf 
of the Right Rev. Bishop Hobart, ot 
New York, held an ordination in St. 
Michael’s church Charleston, and 
admitted Isaac Low, A. M_ of the 
diocess of N. Y., and lateo the Ge- 
neral Theological Seminary, to the 
holy order of dea ons. 





INSTITUTION. 

On Wednesday, tne 5th day of 
January, 1825. the Rev. John Mor- 
tamer Ward was instituted Rector 
of St. Peter’s church, at Spotswood, 
New-Jersey, by the Right Rev. 
Bishop Croes. 


CONNECTICUT CONVENTION. 


The annual convention of the Pro- 
testaut Episcopal Church of Connec- 
ticut was holden at Litchfield, on the 
2! and 3d of June, 1824, at which 
were present the Bishop, 31 presby-. 
ters and deacons, and 36 lay dele- 
gates. The baptisms reported for 
the preceding year were 509, in 47 
churches; and the present number 
of communicants in 33 churches, was 
stated at 2809. The communicants 
in the other churches of the diocess 








were not reported. It also appears 
from the journals of the conventions 
of 1822 and 1823. published in con- 
nexion with that of the convenuon 
of 1824, that during the three years, 
in the churches trom which reports 
were made, there have been 1587 
baptisms. In the course of tue three 
ecclesiisical years above named, the 
Bishop has confirmed 923 persons; 
aud during the same period of me 
1¢ has consecrated four new church- 
es, and ordained fourtcen deacons 
and ten priests. When it is consi- 
dered that baptisins were reported 
only from about two thirds of the 
churches in the state, and the com- 
municants from less than half ol them 
it appears most evident that our Zion 
in that diocess is in a prosperous 
condition. 

From Bishop Brownell’s address 
to the convention of 1824, are the 
following interesting paragraphs, 

* At our last meeting, I bad the 
pleasure of congratulating you on the 
passage of an act, by the general ase 
sembly of this state, for the establish 
ment of a college, to be under the 
patronage and principal direction of 
members of our Church; provided 
thirty thousand dollars should be 
raised for its endowment by private 
contribution. I have now the satis- 
faction of announcing to you that 
more thin the requisite sum has been 
raised, to render the charter a¥aila- 
ble. Nearly Afty thousand dollars 


have been subscribed to this object, 


within the diocess; the greater por- 
tion of which has been contributed by 
the city of Hartford, where the institu- 
tion isestablished. The college will 
be organized, and go into operation 
without delay. Arrangements have 
been made for procuring a library 
aud suitable philosophical apparatus, 
amd preparations are in train for 
erecting the necessary buildings for 
the accommodation of students, and 
for public rooms. Though these 
edifices can hardly be completed be- 


| fore the next spring, yet it is pur- 
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posed to be ready for the reception 
of students the ensuing autumn, anc 
in the mean time, to procure accom 
modation for them in private families. 
«+ It will be the object of the trus 
tees of the ifstitution, to seck the 
ablest professors that can be obtain. 
ed, in order to insure the requisite 
number of students to support the 
establishment. It is hoped also that 
the orgavization of the institution wii 
be thought to contain some iinprove- 
ments on the ordinary systems of ed- | 
ucation, calculated to procure tor it 
the favourable notice of the public.” 





New Jerseu.—TVie following pa 
ragraphs conclude the address of the 
Rigit Rev. Bishop Croes to the an- 
nual convention of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church in New Jersey, 
holden at Trebton, in St. Michael’s 
church, on the 18th August, 1624. 

* More clergymen belong to the 
Church in this diocess, and officiate 
id it, than at any former period; con- 
sequently many churches heretofore 
vacant, have stated Divine service, 
and the ministration of the word 
wil ordinances. If we compare the 
state of the Church, in this di.cess — 
as it was reported in the year 1814, 
and in no previous period, since the 
revolution, has it been materially 
better—with its state at this ume, we 
shall see a manifest progress in all 
its concerns, a progress greater than 
we could reasonably have expected, 
considering the difficulties with which 
ithas had to struggle. At that time. 
its number of clergyinen was eight, 
now it is sixteen; and in the course, 
of a few days will be seventeen, be- 
sides the partial services it will re- 
ceive from two clergymen of the 
neigbhoring diocess. Then, the num- 
ber of: churches, which enjoyed the 
stated services of the sanctuary, was, 
ten; now twenty or twenty-one con- 
grejrations aré blessed with that great 
privilege. Of twenty-six churches, 
ove of which has been. erected with- 





in the last year, several have cither 
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been rebuiltyumaproved, or new mo- 
deiled since that ume: so that with 
the exception of one, they are ail in 


excellent repair. Toe supply the 
vill vacant Churches, a missionary is 
.opoinced, -whe will be able to afford 
hem frequem ser: ices. 
R DtlL ee 
Methodist Episcopal College.— 
« «oat 
At a meeting of the members of 
the Methodist. E.. Church, in the 
own ot Peteysburg, Va. held the 
6th of December, 1824, the follow- 
wg resolulen was proposed and 
unanimously! a@op ted. 

Being fully jgpressed with the im- 
portance and weceéssity of establishing a 
seminary of Iédrhing within the bounds 
of the Virginia enference— Resoived, 
that the Rev. dseqrge W. Charlton, W. 
Clarke, and Gabrich P. Disosway, be 
appointed a committee to draft an ad- 
dress on the subject. 

At a subseqnept meeting, held 
on ive 13th el edwable and energetic 
address was jH#?gented, unanimously 
adopted, and ofdercd to be printed. 


a 


TO CORWESPONDENTS. 


| We regret that.the number of Garth 


Granville for this month, has not yet ar- 
rived. We hope the author will send it 
to be inserted in otir next. 

Cyprian on the Duties of Heads of 
Families to Servants, has been received, 
and will obtain @ place. 

fhe paper of our friend L. on Confir- 
mation, and the:extract trom De Super- 
ville, will be published. 

‘the poetry sent by Cathvulicus, will be 
inserted as soon us other papers of more 
claims, are disposed of; but his former 
communication, containing an extract 
from an old Engtish Sermon, has been 
demed admission, am fot calculated to 
promote the.edifidation of readers. 

Edwards on thé1Qffices of the Holy 
Ghost, is too long, We would prefer 
that he should cong@ense his remarks. 

The paper fréur i Gineinnati, we have 
concluded not to publish, on the ground 
that we have clese@ tiie controversy on 
our-part, to whi Telates, and are un- 
willing, without extrterdinary cause, to 
open it again. We ‘hope the respected 
writer will accept ur, reason. 

The communicatign of 2leph has come 
to hand, and is under consideration. 
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